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2015 Christmas Party 

     The annual MTP Christmas Party was held at the Billings Rod and 

Gun Club clubhouse on December 12.  The potluck meal was again 

packed with delectable dishes and desserts.  The “white elephant” gift 

exchange may not have been as animated as in past years, but it fea-

tured an interesting, if not eclectic, selection of gifts.  We were 

pleased to host out of towners from Miles City, Cody, and Powell. 

     This year’s party theme was “Jingle Bells and Shotgun Shells” and 

Lilly Blossom led the revelers in singing the Bellamy Brothers rendi-

tion of the song by that name.  Galloping Swede won the trivia title of 

“Smarter than a Backstrap” by correctly answering the tiebreaker 

question in the trivia contest. 

     Latigo  provided information on the club hosting a Big Sky State Games cowboy action shooting event at 

it’s July 2016 match.  The consensus was that the club should host the event if possible. 

     Backstrap Bill reported on the results of the Territorial Governor’s summit held in conjunction with the 

SASS Annual Convention.  He provided handouts of the rule changes and clarifications. 

     Here are a few pic’s from this year’s gala event.   
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Jake the rancher went one day to fix a distant fence. 
The wind was cold and gusty and  
   the clouds rolled gray and dense. 
As he pounded the last staples in and gathered tools to go, 
The temperature had fallen and the snow began to blow. 

 
When he finally reached his pickup, he felt a heavy heart. 
From the sound of that ignition, he knew it wouldn't start. 
So Jake did what most of us would do  
   if we'd have been there 
He humbly bowed his balding head and sent aloft a prayer. 

 
As he turned the key for the last time,  
   he softly cursed his luck. 
They found him three days later,  
   frozen stiff in that old truck. 
Now Jake had been around in life and  
   done his share of roamin' 
But when he saw Heaven, he was shocked--  
   it look just like Wyomin'. 

 
Oh, there were some differences of course,  
   but just some minor things, 
One place had simply disappeared -- the town 
    they called Rock Springs. 
The BLM had been shut down; there were no grazin' fees 
And the wind in Rawlins and  
   Cheyenne was now a gentle breeze. 

 
The Park and Forest Service folks -- they didn't fare so well, 
They'd all been sent to fight some fire  
   in a wilderness called Hell. 
Though Heaven was a real nice place,  
   Jake had a wondering mind 
So he saddled up and lit a shuck, not know'n what he'd find. 

 
Then one day up in Cody, on a cold fall afternoon, 
He saw St. Peter coming, and he knew he'd be there soon. 
Of all the saints in Heaven, his favorite was St. Peter, 
Now, this line, it ain't needed  
   but it helps with rhyme and meter. 

 
So they set and talked a minute or two,  
   or maybe it was three 

Cowboy Poetry  

“The Rancher’s Prayer” 
                                                      by Bill Jones 
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Nobody was keepin' score -- in Heaven time is free. 
"I've always heard," Jake said to Pete,"  
   that God will answer prayers. 
"But the one time that I asked for help,  
   He just plain wasn't there. 

 
"Does God answer prayers of some, and  
   ignore the prayers of others? 
"That don't seem exactly square --  
   I know all men are brothers. 
"Or does He randomly reply,  
   without good rhyme or reason? 
"Maybe it's the time of day, the weather or the season. 

 
"Now I ain't trying to act smart, it's just the way I feel, 
And I was wonderin', could you tell --  
   what the heck's the deal?" 
Peter listened very patiently and when Jake was done, 
There were smiles of recognition, and he said,  
   "So, you're the one!" 

 
That day your truck, it wouldn't start, and 
   you sent your prayer a flying, 
"You gave us all a real bad time,  
   with hundreds of us a trying. 
"A thousand angels rushed to check  
   the status of your file, 
"But you know, Jake, we hadn't heard  
   from you in quite a while 
"And though all prayers are answered,  
   and God ain't got no quota, 
"He didn't recognize your voice, and  
  started a truck in North Dakota." 

……………………..….Used with author permission 



MTP Times:  Thanks, Mudhen 
Millie, for providing this issue’s 
“Shooter Profile.”  Tell us, how 
did and/or why did you choose 
your Alias?   
Mudhen Millie:  Allan [Chama 
Bill] and I love steam trains. One 
of our favorite trips is the Cum-
bres and Toltec Railroad in 
Chama, NM. A Mudhen is actu-
ally a name for a narrow gauge 
steam locomotive. Some of them 
ran in Colorado and New Mex-
ico. Actually the last time we 
rode the Cumbres and Toltec 
RR, we rode behind one. So I 
am actually named after a steam 
locomotive and not a duck.  
 
MTP Times: How long have you 
been shooting Cowboy Action? 
Mudhen Millie:  Chama Bill and 
I started shooting Cowboy 
around 1999. It is the first time I 
have competed in any sport. 
 
MTP Times:  Why did you start 
shooting Cowboy Action?   
Mudhen Millie:  Our local news-
paper ran an article about a 
Cowboy Action Match in Bakers-
field, CA. We drove down (about 
90 miles from our home in Te-
hachapi) to check it out. Rum 
Runner, one of the competitors 
let us try out his guns and we 
were hooked. After all, there is 
nothing sweeter than the clang 
of a bullet hitting a steel target. 
 
MTP Times:  What do you like 
about Cowboy Action Shooting? 

Mudhen Millie:  The shooters 
themselves. They are like no 
other people in the world. They 
cheer you on, laugh with you and 
cry with you, when necessary. 
They give lots of hugs and en-
couragement. They have the big-
gest hearts. You can count on 
them on and off the range. They 
are more than friends, they are 
family. 
 
MTP Times:  What guns do you 
shoot and why?  Have you shot 
others?  Why did you change? 
Mudhen Millie:  I shoot new Va-
queros in 38 special, a Marlin 
1894 rifle in .357 Mag and a Win-
chester 97 shotgun. I shoot them 
because they are the guns 
Chama Bill gave me. Because we 
shoot the same calibers, it makes 
it easier for Chama to reload. 
When we first started SASS, we 
shared guns. Our first rifle was a 
Marlin 1894 in 45 Colt. I love that 
rifle. I think you could even hit the 
targets with your eyes closed.  
      
Funny story about the Winchester 
97, I am currently using. I was 
always having trouble ejecting 
the shells. One day Chama Bill 
suggested I use his shotgun (also 
a 97). Voila—no more problems. 
Hmm… He has since put my 
shorter stock on it and it has be-
come mine.  
 
MTP Times:  Where all do/have 
you shot matches?   
Mudhen Millie:  California: Ba-

kersfield, Ridgecrest, San Luis 
Obispo, Fresno, Railroad Flats, 
Pozo and Lucerne Valley 
 

Nevada: Fernley 
Arizona: Winter Range, Tomb-
stone and Yuma 
 

New Mexico: Silver City 
 

Oregon: Bend, Merlin (Grant’s 
Pass) 
 

Utah: Cedar City 
 

Wyoming: Cody, Powell, Chey-
enne 
 

Montana: Billings with you, Har-
din, Simms, Hamilton 
 

Idaho: Twin Falls 
 
No matter where I have gone, 
Cowboy shooters are very wel-
coming. It is always fun to shoot 
in new places and meet new 
people. Hopefully more people 
will be adventurous and travel to 
different clubs. (Note: We found 
our current home site by shoot-
ing in Cody.) 
 
MTP Times: Have you held any 
club positions, been match direc-
tor, written scenarios,  
built/contributed props (which 
ones)???  
Mudhen Millie:  While I haven’t 
written scenarios for the Billing’s 
club, I have written a few for 
Cody.              
                      Continued on Page 4 
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MTP Times:  Anything new or 
different you'd like to see at our 
matches?   
Mudhen Millie: I have noticed 
that some months the scenarios 
have been less complex. I really 
like the mix because then one can 
work on different techniques. I 
also enjoy side matches. They’re 

really fun. I greatly appreciate 
anyone who writes the stages 
and puts on the match. Thanks. 
  
MTP Times:  What other types 
of shooting do you do?  Hunting? 
Mudhen Millie:  We used to do 
informal target shooting with 
other rifles and pistols but since 
we started this game there really 
has not been any time to include 
that also. Perhaps this year we 
can wipe the dust off the other 
guns and see if we remember 
how to shoot slowly!  
 
MTP Times: Anything else you'd 
like other shooters to know about 
you???  Any advice for new 
shooters?   

Mudhen Millie:  Advice for new 
shooters: Have fun. You may 
want to try out a variety of guns 
before you purchase one. Most 
cowboy shooters are willing to let 
you try theirs. That way you can 
decide on the caliber you like, 
the grips you like, holsters, etc. 
before you buy.  
 
I hope one day to see more fe-
male shooters on the range. 
Cowboy Action Shooting is the 
first time, I have ever competed 
in any sport. Ladies, hope you’ll 
come out and give it a try. It is 
fun and the clothes are great. 
(Besides if you wear a long skirt, 
no one can see your knees shak-
ing.) 

Continued from Page 3 
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Attending: Angel, Dally, Yellowstone Nerd, Galloping Swede, Grizzly Bill, Two Gun Montana, Backstrap Bill, Lilly Blos-
som, Homestake, Donk 
 
The 2016 match and activities were scheduled.  Some are tentative based on availability of ranges, etc. 
 
Match Date  Stage Writer    Match Director 
April 23  Yellowstone Nerd,    Muggins Taylor 
May 28   Galloping Swede,    Galloping Swede 
June 25  Galloping Swede,    Galloping Swede 
July 23   BSSG, Stages to be written Feb 27  Homestake 
Aug 27  Journey West,     MT Lone Wolfe (subject to change) 
Sept 24/25  Backstrap Bill,     Latigo 
 
On February 27 there will be a stage writing class at Entre to write the stages to be used at the Big Sky State 
Games.  The class will start at 9 AM.  Bring a written stage to go over or bring an idea for a stage. 
 
There is a possibility of a .22 match on March 26th, weather permitting.  Also it is planned to have a Buck Bored Memo-
rial Zombie match on October 22. 
  
The Gun Show is April 15th to the 17th.  Two Gun will make arrangements for a table. 
  
A new shooter class is tentatively set for April 30. 
  
It was discussed to have a practice match on the following dates if the dates are available:  April 15, May 20, June 17, 
July 29, Aug 19, Sept 16.  The stages for these practice matches would have 2 pistols, 5 rounds each; 1 rifle, 10 rounds 
and shotgun 4+ minimum.  If time and number of shooters allow, could shoot more than once so bring ample ammo. 
  

The Christmas Party date is tentatively set for December 10th. 

January Meeting Minutes 
By Angel 
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Cowboy Guns 

       “1873 Winchester” 

     The 1873 Winchester lever action rifle is 

known as "the gun that won the west."  When I 

was a kid, I thought that the 1894 Winchester 

lever action rifle was the gun that won the west.  

I probably came to that conclusion because 

that's what everyone I knew had.  Or, it might 

have been from watching too many westerns 

on TV - the Lone Ranger, Roy Rogers, Gene 

Autry, as well as the more modern Rifleman 

and Rawhide - in which I couldn't tell an 1894 

Winchester from an 1892, or for that matter, 

the 1873 Winchester.  Or, I could also have de-

veloped that perception from listening to Pal-

ladin—"Have Gun Will Travel," and Matt Dillon—

"Gunsmoke," on the radio.  You can really see 

their guns well on the radio, you know! 

     The 1873 Winchester was first chambered 

in 44 W.C.F. (44-40) and was popular in all 

three of its handgun calibers as it allowed 

shooters one cartridge for both revolvers and 

rifle.  This popularity prompted Colt to manufac-

ture a .44-40 version of the Single Action Army 

revolver called the "Frontier Model" in 1878. 

     The 1873 Winchester was also later cham-

bered in 38 W.C.F. (38-40) in 1879, 32 W.C.F. 

(32-20) in 1882, and in .22 Short and .22 Long 

in 1884. 

     The 1873 Winchester was manufactured until 

1919, however additional rifles were being assem-

bled from left over parts until about 1923.  Over 

720,000 were made.  It also had a couple of desig-

nations that were supposed to be for exceptional 

accuracy.  Some rifles were designated One in One 

Thousand and others One in One Hundred.  The 

One in One Thousand rifles were the subject of the 

movie  "Winchester '73" starring Jimmy Stewart. 

     The 1873 Winchester clones (made by Uberti 

and others) are popular with cowboy action shoot-

ers and the modern versions come in more cali-

bers than the original including .45 Colt and .357 

Magnum/.38 Special.  I know that there must be 

lots of them being used because they aren't unique 

enough for Backstrap Bill to shoot one.  The 1873 

Winchester is one of the most likely rifles seen in 

the SASS "Classic Cowboy" category which requires 

rifles of 1873 or earlier manufacture (and must 

be .40 caliber or larger). 

     1873 Winchester clones are and have been 

available from several importers such as Navy 

Arms, Cimmaron, EMF, IAB, and Taylor's & Com-

pany Firearms.  Interestingly enough, they are 

again being manufactured with/for the Winchester 

name by Miroku Corporation in Japan in .357 Mag-

num/.38 Special. 

Comments 
Feel free to provide your comments and sugges-
tions for future Montana Territory Peacemaker 
newsletters to  mtpeacemakers@gmail.com with a 
subject of “Newsletter Comments.” 

Two Eyed Ted and his Winchester 1873 in action. 
COWBOY WISDOM 

 
It's better to keep your mouth shut 
and look stupid than open it and 

prove it. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single_Action_Army
mailto:mtpeacemakers@gmail.com
mailto:mtpeacemakers@gmail.com
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The Montana Territory Peacemakers (MTP) and Big Sky State 

Games (BSSG) are partnering this year to include Cowboy 

Action Shooting as a BSSG shooting event.   

 

The event will be held on July 23 (4th Saturday of the month—

normal MTP match date).   

 

IMPORTANT:  To shoot the July match, you will need to 

register with the Big Sky State Games.  Registration for 

BSSG shooting events opens in May.  As Cowboy Action 

Shooting participants are limited to the first 50 shooters, 

early registration is recommended and encouraged.  On site 

registration the day of the match will be allowed up to the 

maximum number of shooters. 

Registration for BSSG shooting events is $18 for the first event 

and $5 for each additional shooting event.  In addition to the 

registration fee, there will be a $5 target fee payable at check-in 

the day of the match. 

 

For additional information on the match, the categories, regis-

tration, etc. check out the Big Sky State Games Home Page and 

the Big Sky State Games Cowboy Action Shooting (under con-

struction) web site/page. 

 

As with all BSSG registrations (prior to the cutoff), participants 

will receive a T-shirt and a ticket to the BSSG opening ceremo-

nies which will be held July 15.  Cowboy Action Shooters can 

participate in the “Parade of Athletes” (along with shooters of 

other disciplines) during the opening ceremonies.  

Montana Territory Peacemakers to Host Big Sky State Games Cowboy 

Action Shooting Event 

Stage Writing Class to be Held on February 27 

Ever shot a stage and wondered, “Who wrote this?!!!”  Well, now 

you can write them yourself.   

 

A stage writing class will be conducted at the Entre Technology Ser-

vices offices located at 1501 14th Street West, Suite 201, on February 

27, 2016.  The class will begin at 9:00 a.m. and all “students” are 

encouraged to write a stage or bring their ideas for stages to the class 

where they’ll receive assistance in completing the stage layout and 

write up.   

 

Stages developed at the stage writing class will be used for the Big 

Sky State Games match which will be held on July 23, 2016.  Those 

not selected for the Big Sky State Games will, no doubt, be archived 

and appear at a later date (perhaps when you least expect them). 

 

Don’t miss this opportunity to exercise your creativity and participate 

in a shooting related activity at a time of year when there’s not much 

shootin’ happenin’. 

https://bigskygames.org/
https://bigskygames.org/sports/shooting_cowboy/
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 Cowboy Recipe 

“A man’s gotta eat!” 

     Sourdough is the oldest and most original form of leavened 

bread.  The first known recorded civilization to use sourdough 

was the Egyptians around 1500 BC.  

     If you mix any ground up grain with a liquid such as water 

or milk and let it sit in the open air at room temperature, wild 

yeasts in the air will settle in the mix, eat the natural sugars and 

convert them into lactic (and other) acids which give it a sour 

flavor. They also give off alcohol and carbon dioxide. The car-

bon dioxide is what will cause the bread to rise. When worked 

into a dough or batter, the bubbles get trapped into the structure 

of the bread, and that is the little holes that you see.  

     Sourdough is often associated with bread, but the cowboys 

preferred biscuits to bread in loaves. The cook guarded his 

sourdough crock zealously. It contained yeast -- a living thing 

that required warmth and feeding. On cold nights, the cook 

would sleep with his sourdough crock to keep it warm. 

 

Old Timey Recipe for Sourdough Starter 
1. Boil a half dozen potatoes (enough to make 2 cups mashed) 

with the jackets on until they fall apart. 

2. Lift out the skins and mash potatoes in the water making a 

puree. Cool and save 2 cups of the puree. Add 2 cups of flour 

and 2 Tablespoons of sugar.  Beat it smooth. Leave loosely 

covered in a warm place to start fermentation. Usually there is 

a good effervescent action within a week. To replenish your 

starter, add flour, water and a pinch of sugar. Leave it to work.  

 

Sourdough Pancakes Recipe -  

Ingredients: 
2 cups sourdough starter, room temperature 

2 tablespoons granulated sugar 

1 egg - (a second egg will add additional protein) 

4 tablespoons lard (for the heart healthy version, use olive oil) 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

1 tablespoon warm water 

 

     Remove your sourdough starter from refrigerator the night 

before use and let come to room temperature. Then feed the 

starter with flour and water—one cup each. Let this sit eight (8) 

hours or preferably overnight. It is now ready to use in your 

sourdough pancakes! 

 

Preparation: 
     In a large bowl, add sourdough starter, sugar, egg, lard (or 

olive oil), and salt; mix well; set aside.  

     In a small bowl, dilute 1 teaspoon baking soda in 1 table-

spoon of warm water; set aside until ready to bake your pan-

cakes.  

     Important: Only add the baking soda/water mixture to the 

pancake batter just before you are ready to cook the pancakes. 

Make certain everything is ready to go, the griddle hot, so the 

Sourdough can be cooked while the air is still working in the 

batter. This will produce light sourdough pancakes that melt in 

your mouth. 

     When ready to cook your sourdough pancakes, fold the bak-

ing soda/water mixture gently into the prepared pancake batter 

(do not beat). This will cause a gentle foaming and rising action 

in the batter. Let the mixture bubble and foam a minute or two 

before using. 

 

     This recipe yields about 4 servings.  If you’ve got extra hun-

gry cowboys, you’re gonna have to make more! 

 

Modern Recipe for Sourdough Starter 

     If one doesn’t want to leave the fermentation process to 

chance, adding yeast rather than relying on those just floating 

around in the air is the way to go.  Here’s a modern recipe for 

the starter. 

 

Ingredients: 
2 cups all-purpose or bread flour 

2 teaspoons granulated sugar 

1 packet of active-dry yeast 

2 cups warm water (105 to 115 degrees F.) 

 

Preparation: 
Mix the flour, sugar, and yeast together in a clean and sterile 

glass container that can hold two quarts.  Gradually stir in the 

water and mix until it forms a thick paste (don't worry about 

any lumps, as they will disappear).  Cover the container with a 

dish cloth and let it sit in a warm (70 to 80 degrees F.), draft-

free place. The mixture should bubble as it ferments. Let it sit at 

room temperature for 2 to 5 days, stirring it once a day. The 

starter is ready when it develops a pleasant sour smell and looks 

bubbly. 

 

Care and Feeding of Your Sourdough 

 

     While sourdough can be left out your counter and fed daily, 

perhaps the easier method to store and care for it is by placing it 

in the refrigerator in a bowl covered with plastic wrap.  Storing 

it in the refrigerator requires lots less feeding. 

     If you use your sourdough relatively regularly (a couple 

times a month or more), you can feed it the night before you use 

it by adding one cup of flour and one cup of warm water.  (Then 

leave it on the counter overnight). 

     If you use your sourdough less frequently, (once every two 

months or less), you will need to awaken it before you use it. 

This entails taking it out of the refrigerator 2-3 days before you 

plan to use it and feeding it with the one cup of flour and one 

cup of warm water every day until you use it.  Since this re-

quires more planning, it’s probably just best to use it often 

enough to preclude having to use the “awakening” process. 

http://whatscookingamerica.net/Bread/SourdoughStarter.htm
http://whatscookingamerica.net/eggs.htm
http://whatscookingamerica.net/Information/Salt.htm
http://whatscookingamerica.net/Bread/FlourTypes.htm
http://whatscookingamerica.net/Sugar.htm
http://whatscookingamerica.net/Bread/yeastbreadtip.htm
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Backstrap Bill’s notes continued: 
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The state championship will be held in Great Falls again this year on July 15-17.  Registration form, 
schedule, and other information are at Montana State SASS Championship. 

2016 Montana State Championship 

Dally shoots at 2015 State Match 

 

http://www.blackhorseshootists.com/

