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     Much to the dismay of the local shooters, the September match was cancelled due to 
weather and range conditions.  The club’s regular monthly match was to be held on Sep-
tember 24 and  25, but an assessment of range conditions in view of the rain received and 
the weather forecast resulted in the Friday decision to cancel the match.   
 
     The stages and side matches were written by Lilly Blossom and Backstrap Bill and fea-
tured stages centered around various kinds of “cowboy leisure” and Irving, the 142nd 
fastest gun in the West.  Two side matches were also planned.  We can look forward to 
shooting these stages in the future.  Below are some photos of what one might have seen 
had the match been held.   
 

This Issue: 

 

 Cowboy/Cowgirl Profile 

 Cowboy Recipe 

 Cowboy Poem 

 Meeting Notes—September 

 September Match 

 Event Schedule—October and 

November 

 Cowboy Guns 

 

 



I’m pretty near native, yep, I am. 
I can “shucks, by doggies, and well, by damn” 
Just like you folks.  “Y’all” that is, 
And I order a ditch with lots of fizz. 
 
I wear my pants down under my gut 
With a wide leather belt to pull ‘em shut. 
I’ve the biggest hat in the countryside 
With a beaded band three inches wide. 
 
I don’t see how y’ know I’m a dude. 
Got boots, a vest and tobaccy chewed. 
M’ shirt’s real silk, with leather cuff. 
Both hip pockets have cans o’ snuff. 
 
Got a lace bandanner about m’ throat, 
And liver here long enough to vote. 
I’ve learned t’ yodel and play guitar, 
I roll my own, quit pipe and cigar. 
 
I drive a pickup with a real gun rack, 
Yellow lights on the cab, blue healer in back 
On a black bed liner.  I added a scratch, 
Then muddied the rig in a gumbo patch. 
 
Some say I got “newcomer disease” 
Just cause I change things like I please. 
I’ll pave the roads, and cement all the paths. 
That’s what I’m used to, what cities has. 
 
That mountain needs tamin’, way too big. 
I’ll make a law outlawin’ pig 
And cattle farts.  We need more city, 
And far less range to make things pretty. 
 
Y’ don’t dress like that, talk like this? 
I copied it all so I couldn’t miss. 
Is it how I walk, or how I spit? 
The southern accent when I say “shit”? 
 
                   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Well, now Dude, sit down there, Man, 
I’ll tell ya what’s wrong.  Your Cal. Sun tan 
Doesn’t quit at the wrist, but goes up to your neck 
When you don yer tank top, it shows, by heck. 

Cowboy Poetry  

“Montana Wantabe” 
                                                     By Lori Micken 
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When you tip your hat, there’s no white on your brow. 
A cowpoke’s not hatless in the sun nohow. 
You use deodorant, a flowery kind 
Like none of us uses — in our right mind. 
 
Carrying that crop when you ride your horse 
Shows you're not from here, and then, of course, 
The silver spurs with earrings that match 
Makes me believe you’ve slipped your latch. 
 
Everything you own is all brand new, 
No holes or patches on jeans ‘r shoe. 
You haven’t a callus on elbow ‘r hand, 
No marks of sweat on your hat’s sweatband. 
 
You own five acres, with a one acre pool, 
Two horses, three dogs, and a lone guard mule. 
You eat escargot and minted lamb 
As though they were food, and like ‘em, by damn. 
 
You’ll not fit in, in forty years, 
Or you’ll change the place, my worst fears. 
To be Montanan comes from inside. 
It’s born and bred in a rancher’s hide. 
 
You may be nice, but what is worse, 
Newcomer’s disease is a permanent curse. 
You haven’t the grit, the gentle worth 
To belong to the Big Sky.  That’s a right of birth. 
 

    Used with author permission from her book “Hayhooks, 

Black Lace and Levis.” 

    Lori Micken, a retired biology teacher, lives on a small 

ranch west of Livingston, Montana.  She was born and 
raised in Cut Bank, Montana, and earned a B.S at Eastern 
Washington State College in Cheney, WA, and later an 

M.S. in Zoology from Montana State University in Boze-
man.  She taught for 35 years. 

     Lori was motivated to start writing Cowboy Poetry 
when folks from Chicago moved in a half mile west of her.  

“They gave me more ideas for poems, and more bad ex-
periences than I could shake a hay hook at,” says Lori.  She 
continued, “Fortunately, the tough winter of 1996-’97 ran 

them out of here. They sold their place to Montana folks, 
so all is peaceful again.   We native Montanans are begin-
ning to look at the non-natives in a different light now that 

we can see the impact of too many people on our beloved 
land.” 
     Lori says her poetry is best read aloud with a lilt. 



MTP Times:  Thanks, Kid Kan-
sas, for providing this issue’s 
“Shooter Profile.”  Tell us, how 
did and/or why did you choose 
your Alias?   
Kid Kansas:  I was born in Em-
poria, Kansas In 1851.  Both 
parents were raised on their 
family farms.  We moved from 
Kansas to Montana in 1864, I 
was 13 and, although a kid from 
Kansas, I was good with rifle 
and shotgun.  Handling pistols 
came easily enough as I had 
great teachers.  Ask anybody 
who knows me and they will tell 
you I’m still “just a kid from Kan-
sas.”    
 

MTP Times: How long have you 
been shooting Cowboy Action? 
Kid Kansas:  Four years more 
or less.  
 

MTP Times:  Why did you start 
shooting Cowboy Action?   
Kid Kansas:  A shooting buddy 
said, “Hey this sounds like fun, 
let’s check it out.”  It was fun and 
still is, but it takes time to get 
real fast.  But I started and 
stayed because all my life I have 
loved the cowboy way. 
 

MTP Times:  What do you like 
about Cowboy Action Shooting? 
Kid Kansas:  Everything - the 
use of rifle, shotgun, and 2 pis-
tols, putting on my cowboy gear, 
the camaraderie is amazing, 
men and women, old and young.  
They are great about sharing all 
they know and all they have.    

MTP Times:  What guns do you 
shoot and why?  Have you shot 
others?  Why did you change? 
Kid Kansas:   I shoot an 1894 
Marlin model .44 Magnum, a 
Stoeger double barrel 12 gauge, 
and .44 Magnum Ruger Super 
Blackhawks with 7 ½” barrels. I 
love my rifle and shotgun and al-
though the Stoeger is long bar-
reled, the extra weight doesn’t 
bother me and I think I will stick 
with them.  I love my .44 Magnum 
pistols because of the accuracy 
and power, but alas, when I 
bought them, my head was big-
ger than my hands and wrist 
strength and since they are 
heavy and have heavy recoil, 
they slow me down a lot, so I am 
thinking I need to get some new 
pistols.  
 

MTP Times:  Where all do/have 
you shot matches?   
Kid Kansas:  Just Billings, so far, 
but traveling to other matches 
sounds like a lot of fun. 
 

MTP Times: Have you held any 
club positions, been match direc-
tor, written scenarios,  
built/contributed props (which 
ones)???  
Kid Kansas:  I did qualify as 
RO1 and RO2, but I need to re-
qualify and become more active 
in the club.    
 

MTP Times:  Anything new or 
different you'd like to see at our 
matches?   

Kid Kansas:  More new shoot-
ers are always cool.  The Mon-
tana Peacemakers have done 
and do an excellent job with vari-
ety, safety, and fairness.  Out-
standing leadership!  
 

MTP Times:  What other types 
of shooting do you do?  Hunting? 
Kid Kansas:  Target, hunting— 
pheasants (if I can find someone 
with a good dog), whitetail deer, 
coyotes, prairie dogs, mostly.  
Hell, I just like the smell of gun-
powder in the morning.  
 

MTP Times:  Do you reload?  If 
so, how long have you been re-
loading?  Smokeless?  Black 
Powder?  Advice for reloaders?  
Kid Kansas:  I am slowly getting 
into reloading thanks to Home-
stake Drifter. It has to be done 
carefully, thoroughly, and al-
ways, always pay attention. It 
can be tedious and I know from 
experience, easy to make mis-
takes.  Don’t jeopardize quality 
for speed in reloading, you could 
end up getting hurt or hurting 
someone else if you get sloppy.  
I still need my buddy Homestake 
to make sure I’m paying atten-
tion! 
 

MTP Times: Anything else you'd 
like other shooters to know about 
you???  Any advice for new 
shooters?   
Kid Kansas:  Trust in God, but 
keep your powder dry and al-
ways, always pay attention.  We 
are shooting real guns with live 
ammo.  Sure it is great fun, but 
everyone has to have their head 
in the game.  We have a great 
safety record because we take 
the rules seriously and we watch 
out for each other.   

Cowboy/Cowgirl Profile 

               “Kid Kansas” 
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October 
10/1 Colter's Hell Justice Committee monthly  
   match 

10/8 High Lonesome Drifters monthly match  

10/13 Practice 

10/15  Custer County Stranglers monthly match 

10/17 Monthly Club Meeting 

10/22 Monthly Match -  Zombie Match 

  Sign-up 8:00 a.m. 
  Match Begins 9:00 a.m. 
  Match Director – Latigo 

  Stage Writer – Latigo 

  **Special Event** TBD 
 

November 
11/5 Colter's Hell Justice Committee monthly  
   match 

11/21  Monthly Club Meeting 

  

December 
12/10 Christmas Party and Monthly Club  
   Meeting 

Upcoming Events Schedule  Cowboy Recipe 

“A man’s gotta eat!” 

 

     Beans were a staple on the frontier and a 

significant part of the cowboy’s diet on the 
range or trail drive because they were cheap, 

high in protein, easy to transport, kept well, 
and were filling.   Pinto beans were the 
choice of the cowboys.  

     Out on the trail, the chuckwagon cook 
soaked beans in a pot during the day.  He’d 
set up camp and cook up a batch, but the 

beans would have to be eaten right away. 
Cooked beans spoil or sour quickly, so cow-

hands didn’t eat them on the trail unless 

they were traveling with the chuckwagon. 

Ingredients 
 

2 pounds of pinto beans 
3 tablespoons of chopped garlic 
2 medium onions, chopped 

2 pounds of salt pork 
4 jalapeño peppers, seeded and chopped 
4 tablespoons chili powder 
2 teaspoons ground cumin 
1 can of tomato paste (or 4 vine ripened 

                tomatoes if they are in season) 
2 tablespoons sugar 
1 1/2 teaspoons salt 

 
Instructions  
 

     Wash the beans and soak overnight. 
Drain, place in a Dutch oven and cover with 

water. Add remaining ingredients and sim-
mer until tender. Sample the beans while 
cooking. Add additional salt to taste and wa-

ter as needed. courtesy of Google Images  
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 September Meeting Notes—9/19/2016 
Attending:  Latigo, Angel, Grizzly Bill, Homestake, Backstrap Bill, Lilly Blossom, Galloping Swede, Bugler, 
   and Tough Eye Jones 
 Backstrap Bill and Lilly Blossom wrote the stages for the September match.  The match stages were re-

viewed. 
 Set up for the September match will be at 5:30.  A decision will be made Friday at to whether on not to 

cancel the match based on range conditions and weather. 
 Latigo is writing the October Zombie match stages which will be “The Donner Party—the True Story” 
 Angel reported that we have only 21 badges left. 
 The “Cowboy Ladies” had lunch and discussed plans for the Christmas Party. 

 

 

      John Browning, prolific American firearms in-

ventor, designed the slide action (or pump) Win-

chester Model 1897 shotgun or, as it's commonly 

known, the '97 Winchester.   First listed for sale in 

November 1897 (hence its name), the Model 

1897 was sold as a solid frame 12 gauge.  The 12 

gauge takedown model was added in 1898 and a 

16 gauge takedown version in 1900.  The '97 was 

produced as a tougher, stronger, and improved 

version of the Winchester 1893.  It was nearly 

identical to its forerunner, but with a thicker re-

ceiver allowing use of smokeless powder shells. 

     Production of the '97 Winchester ended in 

1957 with more than a million shotguns produced 

in a variety of lengths and configurations.  In addi-

tion to all its sporting uses, it was used by the mili-

tary in two world wars. 

     That the '97 Winchester is popular and preva-

lent in Cowboy Action Shooting is beyond dispute.  

As an alternative to the double barreled and other 

shotguns, it maintains its appeal due to its speed 

and ease of loading.  Whether or not the '97 Win-

chester is a faster shotgun in Cowboy Action 

Shooting is fairly frequently debated.  Some say a 

double barreled shotgun is faster for two targets, 

a tie at four targets, and the '97 being faster at 6 

or more targets.  Of course, this is all conjecture 

and much of the speed would depend upon the 

shooter. 

     Reliability of the original 1897 Winchester is 

always a concern.  A popular saying has it that "if 

you shoot the '97, you'd better have three of them 

- the one you are shootin', a ready backup, and 

one in the shop."  There are, however, many who 

shoot original ‘97 Winchesters and swear by their 

reliability having to only occasionally change worn 

parts.   

     As with any "good" old gun, there are replicas of 

the '97 Winchester built by Cimarron, IAC 

(Interstate Arms Corp), Norinco, and, over the 

years, perhaps others.  Quality of the replicas var-

ies from poor to quite good.  Some say you may 

have to try several to find a good one.  However, 

even with the reproductions, it's probably a good 

idea to have handy access to a backup shotgun of 

some variety. 

     If you haven't shot a '97 Winchester in a SASS 

match, find someone who has one and is willing to 

let you shoot it and give a piece of old west history 

a try. 

 

Cowboy Guns 
 

            “‘97 Winchester” 

Comments 
Feel free to provide your comments and suggestions for fu-
ture Montana Territory Peacemaker newsletters to  mtpeace-
makers@gmail.com with a subject of “Newsletter Com-
ments.” 
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