Volume III, Issue 2

Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times

March 2017
Page 1

Montana Territory Peacemakers Announce
2017 Schedule
The Montana Territory Peacemakers, Billings' own Cowboy Action Shooting Club, announces its
2017 events schedule. The monthly matches generally take place
on the 4th Saturday of the month. In 2017, the club will again
host two day matches in June and September. The monthly
match schedule is as follows:
March 25 - .22 caliber match (weather permitting)
April 22 - Monthly Match
May 27 - Monthly Match and Swap Meet
June 24-25 - Monthly Match (two day match)
July 22 - Monthly Match - Big Sky State Games
August 26 - Monthly Match
September 23-24 - Monthly Match (two day match)
October 28 - Monthly Match - Zombie Match in Memory of Buckbored
All matches are conducted on the pistol ranges at the Billings Rod and Gun Club. You don't need
to be a member of the Rod and Gun Club to participate. Match sign up begins at 8:00 a.m. on
each match day with shooting beginning at approximately 9:00 a.m. after the mandatory safety
briefing. In 2017, each monthly match will again conclude with a special shooting event which will
require additional ammunition. General firearms requirements for a match are two single action revolvers, a pistol caliber lever action rifle, and a side-by-side double barreled or Winchester '97 pump
shotgun. Shooters with less than the full complement of firearms are encouraged to participate in
the club's "Sodbuster" class and compete with the guns they might currently own. (See club web
site for details).
The Montana Territory Peacemakers are again partnering with the Big Sky State Games in 2017
to host Cowboy Action Shooting as a Big Sky State Games event. Sign-up/registration for the July
match will be with the Big Sky State Games and more information on this six stage event is available at https://bigskygames.org/sports/shooting_cowboy/.
In addition to the monthly matches, the club has scheduled Range Officer classes on March 18, a
new shooters class on May 6, and a swap meet at the May monthly match. Additionally, club members will be available at the local April gun show to answer questions about the sport of Cowboy Action Shooting and provide interested shooters the opportunity to sign up
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Cowboy Poetry

“I Wish Everyone Could Be a Cowboy”
By Mike Moutoux

I wish that everyone could be a cowboy
Just for one month, one week or a day
‘Cause if you had that chance for just a little while
You’d live and love the rest the Cowboy Way
You’d work long, hard, honest--- and love the same
Folks that know you are glad to call you friend
And the few that hear you say the words, “I love you”
Know you mean it until the very end
You’d walk stiff and yes a bit bowlegged
And yet ride tall, easy, with soft hands
Leave unmeasured miles of horse tracks behind you
Like a story written on the wind-blown sands
You’d know a life of dust, sweat, and saddle leather
Of traditions held and honored to the core
Fall in love with lonesome ridges and hidden valleys
Know why they’re worth livin’ and dyin’ for
You’d see how it all fits: the hills and creeks
The grass, the cows, the antelope and clouds
You’ll be part of all that and steward of the land
Seein’ Life happen ’cause of you makes you proud
You’ll meet folks keepin’ a ranch together like their parents did
Despite random rains and markets when they fall
Working and praying to give their children the same chance
When they take it makes ‘em proudest of all
Used with author permission

I hope you’ll check my calendar to see if I’ll be performing somewhere near you. I’d really like the
chance to sing you a song and perform a poem for you
in person.
~ Mike

About the Author: Mike
Moutoux is a cowboysinger-songwriter from
Silver City, New Mexico.
Also known as “New Mexico’s Enchanting Cowboy,” he specializes in
turning ranch work into
cowboy songs and cowboy poetry that give listeners a rare look into the
life of a working cowboy.
His work has taken him
high into the Pecos Wilderness in northern New
Mexico, to the rolling hills
and arroyos of southwest
New Mexico, and to the
flat mesquite plains near
Carlsbad. He has shared
stages with all the western music greats and has
been a friend to all as a
radio DJ, festival emcee,
and concert producer.
“I want to put everyone in the audience as
close to being in the saddle as words and music
allow—and at the same
time leave ‘em laughing.”
You can read more
about Mike, sample more
of his poetry or his songs,
and even order a CD at his
web site: http://
www.mikemoutoux.com/
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Cowboy/Cowgirl Profile

“Dally John”
MTP Times: Thanks, Dally
John, for providing this issue’s
“Shooter Profile.” Tell us, how
did and/or why did you choose
your Alias?
Dally John: My alias is Dally
John #8688. It comes from the
first and middle name of my
oldest son who passed away.
MTP Times: How long have
you been shooting Cowboy Action?
Dally John: I joined SASS in
1996. The first official time
shooting was here in Billings in
2015. I have shot and messed
around with friends for years
though.
MTP Times: Why did you start
shooting Cowboy Action?
Dally John: I have always
loved all things shooting. I finally reach a point in my life
were I have the time and
money.
MTP Times: What do you like
about Cowboy Action Shooting?
Dally John: The people are
the best. I’ve done lots of
things in my life, but never with
a more inviting group of people.
MTP Times: What guns do
you shoot and why? Have you
shot others? Why did you

change?
Dally John: I use a Colt
SAA .45 my mother helped me
get when I was 18. I saved up
and had Bob Munden do an action job and grips on it in 1998.
I also shoot a Colt SAA .45
clone, I’ve touched it up, but it’s
not the same once you’ve had
the real deal. I use a Taylor &
Co. 1873 .45 caliber rifle that is
stock other than the sights and
a couple of springs. As for the
shotgun, I use a Stevens 311
double barrel 12 gauge that I
got from my dad. It was real
tight, so I slicked up the chambers and got it to open a little
more for reloading. I have an
original Winchester pump gun,
but I’ve found I’m faster with the
double.
MTP Times: Where all do/have
you shot matches?
Dally John: Billings, Cody,
Miles City, and Great Falls.
MTP Times: Have you held any
club positions, been match director, written scenarios, built/
contributed props (which
ones)???
Dally John: Not yet.
MTP Times: Anything new or
different you'd like to see at our
matches?
Dally John: It would be nice if
more young people could be

attracted. I know it’s expensive
and the world’s a changing
place, so I don’t have a good
answer for how to do that.
MTP Times: What other types
of shooting do you do? Hunting?
Dally John: I like anything
that goes Boom. I do like hunting when time permits. I’ve
used both black powder and
smokeless. I have a C Sharps
in 45-70 and have dabbled with
long range a little also.
MTP Times: Do you reload? If
so, how long have you been
reloading? Smokeless? Black
Powder? Any advice for reloaders?
Dally John: I have been reloading since 2002. Started
with my Sharps and grew from
there. I started with a 310 tool,
a drop tube and black powder
and now I have a couple
presses including one Dillon
progressive. I cast rifle bullets,
but buy most of my pistol bullets.
MTP Times: Anything else
you'd like other shooters to
know about you??? Any advice
for new shooters?
Dally John: Keep your eyes
and ears open we’re all learnin
all the time.
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Meeting Notes—January 16, 2017
Attending: Backstrap Bill, Grizzly Bill, Miz Griz, Angel, Latigo, Two Gun Montana, Trooper Tyre, Homestake
Range Officer Training has been set for March 18, 2017 - a separate email on this topic has already been sent
out. Please consider taking this training - it would be great if every shooter was at least ROI certified. The training is not
difficult and I believe everyone could benefit from the refresher.
We will attempt a 22 match on February 18 - watch for updates as that date nears.
The shooting schedule for the year has been set and is attached. Please note that the Wyoming clubs will be alternating
matches between Powell and Cody.
We also need stage writers for the following Billings monthly matches; June, August and September. If you have not
written a set of stages- please consider doing so - there are several folks who will help guide you through the process. You might get a new appreciation for what others have been doing!
July will once again be a Big Sky State Games event.
We also need Match Directors and Posse Marshals.
We've ordered more badges - we've nearly sold the first 100.
The club will once again man a booth at the April Gun Show in Billings to recruit new shooters. We will man the booth
on the afternoon of the 7th and all day on the 8th. Given the difficulty of getting shooters to man the booth - we will not
man it on Sunday the 9th.
The New Shooter Introductory class will be held on Saturday May 6th. More info on that as we get closer.
We will once again hold practice sessions on the second Thursday of every month - April through September.
The club purchased 5 new rifle targets at the end of last season and we plan to purchase at least 5 more this year. Will
evaluate replacing shotgun targets in the next phase of target replacement.
Dec 9th 2017 has been set for the Annual Christmas Party.
Last but not least - Colters Hell will hold their "Cabin Fever"
gatherin’ on January 28th 2017, at the Irma, Guvna's
Room. Please RSVP no later than Jan 15th. A Prime Rib
Buffet will be served. They will also be hosting a Gift Drawing (not an auction or white elephant exchange). Bring
something related to shooting or Victorian era for the drawing. Value is up to you. Only those who bring prizes will be
eligible for the drawing.
For additional information - please contact luckybill@coltershell.net

Comments
Feel free to provide your comments and suggestions
for future Montana Territory Peacemaker newsletters
to mtpeacemakers@gmail.com with a subject of
“Newsletter Comments.”

Tombstone
In the interest of full and complete disclosure and so’s Colorado Coolade won’t again
accuse him of
practicing, be it
hereby known
that on the 5th of
February, 2017,
Homestake shot a
match with the
Old Pueblo
Shootists at the
Tombstone Livery
range.
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Cowboy Recipe

his dish? And how about that gallon of peanut oil for
frying?
Now then, assuming you have all these ingredients
and want to fix this dish, I’d fix the tapioca per the
instructions on the box, drain it and set it aside.
Fried Oysters and Pearls
Then I’d combine all the remaining “pearls” ingredients in a food processor or blender, blend them until
A couple years ago, Cowboys & Indians magazine
smooth, and stir them into the tapioca pearls.
ran a recipe for Fried Oysters and Pearls. Got me to
To fix the oysters, mix the dry stuff together, heat
wondering what self respecting Indian, or for that matthe
oil to 360 degrees in a large pot, dip the oysters in
ter, cowboy, would be caught eating or even have access
the egg white, dredge ‘em through the dry stuff, and
to oysters (unless they were the Rocky Mountain varifry them (one or two at a time) in the oil until golden
ety). The recipe called for “Pearls” consisting of:
brown. When they’re done, set ‘em on a paper towel
and douse ‘em with some salt.
1 ½ cups of tapioca
To serve your “cowboy” delicacy, top a spoonful
1 hard-boiled egg, slightly undercooked
of the “pearls” with an oyster and dig in.
(boiled about 9-10 minutes)
2 tablespoons onion, chopped
1 tablespoon capers
4 anchovies, chopped
1 tablespoon mustard
1 tablespoon tarragon, chopped
1 tablespoon chives, chopped
1 cup mayonnaise
Hot sauce to taste

“A man’s gotta eat!”

Upcoming Events Schedule

And, Fried Oysters with:
1 1/2 cups masa flour (masa flour is a special
kind of corn flour often used in Mexican cooking)
¾ teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon paprika
¾ teaspoon ground black pepper
1 pint fresh oysters, shucked
1 egg white, slightly beaten
1 gallon of peanut oil
The first thing I questioned about the authenticity of
this recipe as one regularly served up to cowboys was
the availability of fresh oysters. I’ve since been informed that at one time Bisbee, Arizona, was second
only to San Francisco as the largest city west of the Mississippi and received regular shipments of oysters.
(We’ll leave the freshness part to your imagination).
Okay, if one accepts that oysters were available, how
about the tapioca, capers, tarragon, and anchovies?
Are we to believe that the chuckwagon or cow town
chef (mining town in the case of Bisbee) just reached
into his well stocked larder and selected these items for

March
3/18
3/20
3/25

ROI and ROII Training—Rod and
Gun Club
Monthly Club Meeting
.22 Match—weather permitting

APRIL
4/1
4/7-9
4/13
4/15
4/15
4/17
4/22

CHJC/HLD Monthly Match—Powell
Gun Show
Practice
Infernal Revenue Match – Powell
Custer County Stranglers monthly
match – Miles City
MTP Monthly Club Meeting
MTP Monthly Match
Sign-up 8:00 a.m.
Match Begins 9:00 a.m.
Match Director – TBD
Stage Writer – Grizzly Bill
**Special Event** TBD
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First Ever

Newsletter Contest

“Whose Backside is it”
The Contest: We spend a bunch of our time at our Cowboy Action Shooting matches behind other shooters, as counters, waiting in line to load or unload, loaded and waiting to
shoot, or just plain spectatin’. In view of this recurring actuality, the editorial staff of the Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times has devised this “Whose Backside Is It” contest to
test your observatory prowess. Whether or not you participate, hopefully you won’t be too funkified and can
enjoy at least a small squinny. (See MTP (good) Times, Volume II, Issue 8).
The Rules: 1) If you fail to identify your own backside, you are disqualified (yes, we know this is a harsh
rule since most of us can’t see our own backside). 2) If you don’t want your backside used in the contest, you must so inform the editorial staff immediately (for four of you, you are already too late). 3)
All identifications for each issue’s backside selections must be received at contest headquarters before the
publication of the next newsletter issue. Since no one knows when that will be, best get them in right away.
4) The judges’ decisions/determinations are final. 5) You need not be present to win.
Contest Duration: The contest will last as long as: there are sufficient backsides for identification; until a
clear winner can be determined; the readership participation declines; someone complains; and/or the editorial staff tires of administering
the contest.
Contest Prizes: One or
more prizes (as yet to be determined) will be awarded the winner(s). Prizes are guaranteed
to be of at least the quality,
character, and nature as the
gifts exchanged at the annual
Christmas Party white elephant
gift exchange.
Where to Send Your Entries: E-mail your entries to:
ar129@aol.com with the subBackside # 4
ject “MTP Newsletter Backside
Backside # 3
Contest” or, if that’s too much typin’, “MTP BS Contest” will do. Backsides must be identified by alias and number.

February Meeting Notes—February 20, 2017
Attending: Colorado Coolade, Tough Eye Jones, Latigo, Grizzly Bill, Angel, Two Gun Montana, Trooper Tyre,
Shotgun Kegger, Homestake, Backstrap Bill
 Stage writers for the 2017 matches were identified: April—Grizzly Bill, May—Homestake, June—Bugler,
July (BSSG) - Homestake, August—Muggins and Angel, September—Colorado Coolade, and October—
Latigo. Match Directors are to be determined.
 The club will man the April gun show booth on Friday night and Saturday. Two Gun will get booth.
 A swap meet will be held at the May match.
 Backstrap is working on obtaining a Blakesley loader for his Spenser. He encouraged everyone to attend the Billings Studio Theater March 2018 performance of “The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance.”
 Shotgun Kegger was welcomed and provided information on getting started in CAS.

