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31 Compete in 2017 Big Sky State 
Games 

August Match Enjoyed by 23 Shooters 
     Muggins Taylor and Angel provided the stages and side match for the August match.  The stages shot quite 

quickly as subsequent stages dropped targets with the final stage containing just one rifle, one pistol, and one 

shotgun target.  Since the weather forecast was for “hot,” the match was de-

signed to “beat the heat.”  Despite one large, 23 shooter posse, the main match 

was completed just past noon..  Four first year shooters, Shotgun Kegger, No 

Doc Holiday, Swift Lefty, Shotgun Gibbs, shot the 

main match and were joined by first year shooter, 

Shorty, in the side match.  Nineteen shooters plus 

Shorty (who arrived late due to his penchant for earn-

ing a living) stayed for the “North Dakota” sweep side 

match—7 rifle shots on a single target. 

     We welcomed Gooch Hill Drifter and new shooter, 

Eastwood—oh, wait, that’s a rebranded Colorado 

Coolade, as well as 6 of our regular Wyoming shooters.   

This Issue: 

 Cowboy/Cowgirl Profile 

 Cowboy Recipe 

 Cowboy Poem 

 Meeting Notes 

 Event Schedule—September 

through December 

 Newsletter Contest 

 Big Sky State Games & Results 

 August Match and Results 

     For the second year the Montana Territory Peacemakers teamed up with the Big Sky State Games (BSSG) 

to host Cowboy Action Shooting as a BSSG event.  Held on July 22, the weather was great and 31 shooters 

spread over 12 categories competed for (BSSG) medals during the match.  In the tradition of the BSSG, com-

petitors aged from 9 to 89.  Top Cowboy and Cowgirl shooters were Dakota Drifter and Mudhen Millie, re-

spectively.  This was a repeat victory for Mudhen Millie.  Donk easily won the Best Kilt award (and received 

nothing for it) as he was the only kilt wearer at the match.  For more BSSG coverage see page 11.  BSSG re-

sults are on page 8.  Ragtime Joe’s BSSG photo submission is on page 5. 



Cowboy Poetry 

  “The Changing of the Guard” 
                                                           Jim Hamilton, 2007 Used with author permission 

Page 2 

Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times 

 

Volume I1I, Issue 6 

September 2017 

There’s a problem in ranchin’ country and it bothers me a bit 
 a problem of succession and folk’s tryin’ to make things fit 
An older man, who’s wearin’ down, a young one comin’ strong 
 A command change is overdue, and there’s no clear cut right or wrong 
 
Now across the sea in Britain at that Palace over there, 
 they change the guard around the clock, and it's done with pomp and flair 
Just a routine piece of business, no tender feelings to be hurt 
 But it’s a different proposition, on a chunk of ranchin’ dirt 
 
See a ranch is not just property, or a place to run some cows 
 where it’s measured all in dollars, or the profit it allows 
It’s an ongoing sort of legacy, kept on course by brains and sweat 
 by a now aging cowboy rancher, slowin’ down but not quite ready yet 
 
To give control to anyone, be it son or son-in-law 
 tho he knows the young one’s capable, the thought is just too raw 
He’s nursed it thru the good times, dang near lost it to the bad 
 grudgingly he’ll give some credit to the partner that he’s had 
 
The mother of his children, that gal he married long ago 
 who’s been always at his side, helpin’ make the whole thing go 
But a child is something else, tho the boy’s now thirty-four 
 he envisions life just ending, like the closing of a door. 
 
Oh, he likes the boy bein’ there, and Hell, he knows he’s slowin’ down 
 And they’ve got it all worked out so he doesn’t have to move to town 
But logics gone a-glimmering, he’s just finding it too hard 
 He’s facing the inevitable, The Changing of the Guard! 
 
But let’s view it from the boys side, his perspective should be heard 
 He has some standing in the issue, and we need to hear his word 
He’s brought back his elder’s teachings, a college degree and wife and son 
 now he’s doin’ his work and half of Dads, and he’s doin’ it on the run 
 
He’s wanting to lease the neighbors place, maybe run a thousand cows 
 he’s not afraid of work or debt, he’d get big as the bank allows 
He’s young and he’s ambitious, full of fizz and pushin’ hard 
 but he’s up against that demon, The Changing of the Guard! 

 



Cowboy Poetry  continued     “The Changing of the Guard” Jim Hamilton, 2007 
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Now what creates such a problem, that two grown men cannot decide? 
 Well it’s ego, it’s testosterone, and it’s that damned old Cowboy pride 
The old ones got his neck bowed, the reasons, at least to him are clear 
 The young one’s chargin’ on, thinkin’ “Cowboy show no fear”. 
 
 Both are right and both are wrong, the problem’s tough to solve 
 but it won’t be solved by passion, only thought and stern resolve 
The old one needs to stop and think, remember back a bunch of years 
 just partway change his thinkin’, a sort of mental shifting of his gears. 
 
But there’s blame enough to go around, Kid, you’d better think some too 
 don’t be quite so know-it-all, when there’s things you want to do 
Maybe just ask some advice, from this man that you call Dad 
 Don’t try to do things all at once, maybe slow down just a tad. 
 
He’s put in lots of miles on horseback and he’s seen lots of cattle die 
 He’s faced down savage bankers and he’s faced the droughty sky. 
All these things he’s faced, but never anything quite as hard 
 As this bitter pill he’s facing now, The Changing of the Guard! 
 
So kid, cut the old one a little slack, but Elder, you tone your act down too 
 deep down you know it’s right, it’s just almighty hard to do 
But folks, believe me when I say it, your time will come some day 
 ‘cause old Father Time, he doesn’t play favorites, to him it’s just another day. 
 
Do I have the answer? No, if I did I sure would share 
 I just see my time coming, of that I’m much aware 
But when I ponder it at all, it just seems awful hard 
 to be facing, like some others, The Changing of the Guard! 

Lifetime rancher on the east slope of the Wolf Mountains in southeast Montana, Jim has been married to 
Marge for a long time. Three grown children, none of whom is on the ranch, but all take an interest in the 
ranch and come and help when possible. We do our work horse back and try to preserve the old cowboy 
ways. My poetry is about what I know, ranching and the cowboy way of life. I strive for authenticity and 
am highly flattered if a real cowboy or rancher tells me, “I could sure see that happening when you told 
about it.” Most of my poetry is humorous, but I have several serious ones that I like to do in the right set-
ting.  I have written and recited poetry for thirty years or more. Performed in many venues throughout 
Montana, Wyoming, North Dakota, and for the last ten or so years, at several gatherings in Alberta and 
Saskatchewan. In April, 2016, I won first place in the poetry division in the Cowboy Idol competition at 
the Columbia River Cowboy Gathering in Kennewick, WA. 

As with most cowboy poets, hearing Jim perform his poetry is tremendously better than reading it your-
self.  Jim has  recorded three CD’s and is currently starting to work on another.  His CDs are: The View 
From the Head of the Creek, The Way it Really Is, and  Thinkin' About Life.  If you have the chance to hear 

Jim, I highly recommend you take it.  You can contact him for CDs at lazyt3@rangeweb.net. 



MTP Times:  Thanks, Packratt, 
for providing this issue’s 
“Shooter Profile.”  Tell us, how 
did and/or why did you choose 
your Alias?   
Packratt:   I have always been a 
collector of sorts, and at times I 
could have been described as a 
hoarder.  So the name fits.  
Someone once told me that the 
name is more what I am, not 
who I am.  I think it’s as much 
who as it is what. 
MTP Times: How long have you 
been shooting Cowboy Action? 
Packratt:  I think I started in the 
early 2000’s, but had to drop out 
because Sweetheart didn’t think 
their employees should have a 
life outside their walls.  I discov-
ered that I could shoot on a lim-
ited scale and started up again. 
MTP Times:  Why did you start 
shooting Cowboy Action?   
Packratt:  Some folks at a gun 
show told me about the sport 
and I became interested.  BRGC 
put on a demo shoot that I came 
and watched, so I decided to try 
it. 
MTP Times:  What do you like 
about Cowboy Action Shooting? 
Packratt:   Mostly the people.  
They are great comrades, willing 
to pass on their experience, tips, 
and knowledge.  I have learned 
a lot about reloading and shoot-
ing from many I have shot with. 
MTP Times:  What guns do you 
shoot and why?  Have you shot 
others?  Why did you change? 
Packratt:    I started with a car-
tridge revolver and a cap and 

ball revolver, borrowing rifles and 
shotguns.  Through the years I 
acquired a Chinese side by side 
and a Model 92 Navy Arms.  I 
have always enjoyed the smoke 
and smell of black powder so I 
bought a pair of .44 cap and ball 
revolvers and a ‘73 rifle to start 
shooting black powder.  I saw a 
Model ‘87 lever shotgun in Tom 
Selleck’s movie “Monte Walsh,” 
so I got one and am incorporating 
it into my shooting.  I have tried 
other revolvers trying to find what 
fits.  My goal is to buy a pair of 
open top cartridge revolvers. 
MTP Times:  Where all do/have 
you shot matches?   
Packratt:  I have only shot here 
at Billings, Miles City and Powell.  
I would like to shoot at other 
clubs when time and finances 
allow.  I have heard good stories 
about Rexburg, Simms, Cody, 
and others. 
MTP Times: Have you held any 
club positions, been match direc-
tor, written scenarios, built/ con-
tributed props (which ones)???  
Packratt:  I have not held office 
or written stages and someday 
will.  I have passed on ideas to 
others and mostly have been sat-
isfied with what they have come 
up with.  I have some items that I 
have offered for props and try to 
help with anything I can like setup 
and teardown. 
MTP Times:  Anything new or 
different you'd like to see at our 
matches?   
Packratt: I enjoy stages where I 
have to move around and change 

between guns and positions.  My 
shooting skills need lots of work. 
MTP Times:  What other types 
of shooting do you do?  Hunting? 
Packratt:  I enjoy most kinds of 
shooting.  I hunt large game with 
rifle and want to try bow hunting.  
Long range, black powder car-
tridge like the Quigley Match are 
fun— better when I have gun 
control and hit something that I 
aim at.  I quit bird hunting be-
cause I could never hit anything, 
so some of the shotgun sports 
may be in my future. 
MTP Times:  Do you reload?  If 
so, how long have you been re 
loading?  Smokeless?  Black 
Powder?  Any advice for reload-
ers?   
Packratt:  I started reloading for 
hunting and more or less felt my 
way along.  It was difficult to find 
good, reliable information so I 
was kind of reluctant to keep up 
with it.  When I started shooting 
Cowboy Action, I met people 
who were able and willing to 
guide me through the process.  I 
am now comfortable reloading 
both smokeless and black 
power. True black powder is 
messier and more work, but the 
sound, smell, and smoke make it 
worth the effort.  I was told of a 
YouTube video about preventing  
  Continued Page 5 
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the caps being pulled off at the nipples and jam-
ming the action.  These opened a whole new 
world for me.  Now I am rolling paper cartridges, 
greasing wads, casting balls and bullets, and 
also I get to learn gunsmithing.  More fun. 
MTP Times: Anything else you'd like other 
shooters to know about you???  Any advice for 
new shooters? 
Packratt:  My advice is take your time, learn 
what works for you, and most of all ENJOY! 

 
I would like to give heartfelt thanks to Backstrap, 
Yakima Red, Doc Money, Muggins, and Donk for 
their help with my reloading and shooting.  
Thanks to everyone for making this a truly enjoy-
able pastime. 

Ragtime Joe (aka Josiah Tomaszewski) sub-
mitted this photo of Lilly Blossom smokin’ 
things up with her shotgun (while Joe Cross 
times) to the Big Sky State Games photo 
contest.  Based on the popular vote, the 
photo was awarded bronze winner.  Way to 
go Ragtime Joe!!!  Thanks for submitting 
your photo.  You can see the winning photos at 

https://bigskygames.org/events/
photo_contest.php.   

Left:  Another of Ragtime Joe’s favorites 
from the Big Sky State Games. 
L to R:   Muggins Taylor, Yakima Red, Back-
strap Bill 

Cowboy/Cowgirl Profile 

              “Packratt” 
   Continued From Page 4 

Meeting Notes August 21, 2017 
Attending:  Latigo, Angel, Muggins Taylor, Two Gun Montana, Galloping Swede, Bugler, Backstrap 
Bill, Grizzly Bill, Homestake 
     August match will be 4 stages and a side match in 2 bays.  Set up will be Friday at 6:30 pm.  
Grizzly Bill will pick up ice.  Eastwood is the stage writer for September’s two day match—5 stages 
each day. 
     Hot ammo and target damage during the Big Sky State Games was discussed.  Hot ammo won’t 
be tolerated.  The club will consider purchasing a chronograph. 
     The Big Sky State Games match was deemed a success and MTP will host again next year.  
Various ideas to increase participation were discussed as well as having a food truck.. 
     Adding a second Sunday of the month match was proposed.  Set up would be at 8, use one bay, 
and possibly be capable of being shot conventional CAS or Wild Bunch.  Will be further considered 
when scheduling for 2018. 

https://bigskygames.org/events/photo_contest.php
https://bigskygames.org/events/photo_contest.php
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Cowboy Recipe 

“A man’s gotta eat!” 

Berry Syrups 
   It’s a cinch that chuckwagon cooks gained 

favor with their cowboys by providing wild 

berry syrups for those sourdough pancakes 

(MTP good Time Vol 2, Issue 1). 

 

Buffalo Berry Syrup 
     Buffalo berries got their name from 

American Indians’ use as an accompaniment 

to buffalo meat.  Berries are much sweeter 

after first frost. 

Ingredients 
   2 quarts buffalo berries  

   7 cups of water 

   6 or more cups of granulated sugar 

Directions 

     Wash the berries thoroughly getting rid of 

the leaves and branches.  Combine the berries 

and water in a large pot and bring to a boil. 

Boil for about 10 minutes, stirring occasionally 

to avoid burning the berries.   

     Once the berries are mushy, mash them 

with a potato masher or a wooden spoon and 

strain them through cheesecloth or a fine sieve 

into a pot or bowl underneath to catch the juice 

and pulp. 

     Measure how many cups of juice/pulp you 

have and then add an equal number of cups of 

sugar and boil for 5 to 7 minutes or until of 

syrup consistency. While you are adding the 

sugar you must stir continuously or else it will 

burn on the bottom of the 

pan.  

 

Next Month:  More Berry 

Syrups 

Upcoming Events Schedule 

September 
9/7   Practice 
9/9   CHJC/HLD monthly match – Cody 
9/16   Custer County Stranglers monthly 
  match – Miles City 
9/18    MTP Monthly Club Meeting 
9/23-24   MTP Two Day Monthly Match 
  Sign-up 8:00 a.m. 

Match Begins 9:00 a.m. 
Match Director– TBD 
Stagewriter – Colorado  

  Coolade 
**Special Event** TBD 

 

October 
10/7   CHJC/HLD monthly match - Powell 
10/16   MTP Monthly Club Meeting 
10/21   Custer County Stranglers monthly 
   match 
10/28   MTP Monthly Match – Zombie  
 Match 
  Sign-up 8:00 a.m. 
  Match Begins 9:00 a.m. 
  Match Director – TBD 
  Stage Writer – Latigo 
  **Special Event** TBD 
 

November 
11/4 Turkey Shoot - Powell 
11/20 MTP Monthly Club Meeting 
 

December 
12/9 Christmas Party and MTP Monthly 
  Club Meeting 

Comments 
Feel free to provide your comments and sugges-
tions for future Montana Territory Peacemaker 
newsletters to  mtpeacemakers@gmail.com with a 
subject of “Newsletter Comments.” 

mailto:mtpeacemakers@gmail.com
mailto:mtpeacemakers@gmail.com
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     We spend a bunch of our time at our Cowboy Action Shooting matches behind other 
shooters as counters, waiting in line to load or unload, loaded and waiting to shoot, or just 
plain spectatin’.  In view of this recurring actuality, the editorial staff of the Montana Territory 
Peacemakers (good) Times devised the “Whose Backside Is It” contest to test your observa-
tory prowess.  Rules for the contest were as follows:  1)  If you failed to identify your own backside, you were 
disqualified (yes, we know this was a harsh rule since most of us can’t see our own backside).  2)  If you did-
n’t want your backside used in the contest, you needed to so inform the editorial staff immediately.  3)  All 
identifications for each issue’s backside selections must be received at contest headquarters before the publi-
cation of the next newsletter issue.  4)  The judges’ decisions/determinations are final.  5)  You needed not be 
present to win. 
     The Contest Winner has been awarded an appropriate prize.  Just so ya’ll won’t think that one or more 
shooters spend all their time looking at backsides, the winner will remain anonymous (unless they choose to 
let you know that they won).  
     Contest backsides used for identification in the contest were (just in case you were wonderin’ - if you were-
n’t—stop reading):  1. Latigo;  2  Homestake;  3. Yellowstone Nerd;  4. Galloping Swede;  5. Colorado 
Coolade;  6 Donk;  7 Joe Cross;  8 Packratt;  9 Yakima Red;  10 Bugler 

“Whose Backside WAs it” 

First Ever Newsletter Contest Ends 
 

Backside # 10 Backside # 9 Backside # 8 Backside # 7 

Backside # 3 Backside # 4 Backside # 1 Backside # 2 Backside # 5 

Backside # 6 

Cowboy Humor 
Cowboy Joe was telling his fellow cowboys back on the ranch about his first visit to a big-city 
church. "When I got there, they had me park my old truck in the corral," Joe began. "You mean the 
parking lot," interrupted Charlie, a more worldly fellow. "I walked up the trail to the door," Joe contin-
ued. "The sidewalk to the door," Charlie corrected him. "Inside the door, I was met by this dude," 
Joe went on. "That would be the usher," Charlie explained. "Well, the usher led me down the 
chute," Joe said. "You mean the aisle," Charlie said. "Then, he led me to a stall and told me to sit 
there," Joe continued. "Pew," Charlie retorted. "Yeah," recalled Joe. "That's what that pretty lady 
said when I sat down beside her."  



Page 8 

Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times 

 
Volume I1I, Issue 6 

September 2017 

Big Sky State 
Games Results 

Alias Category Medal Time 

Lacivious Latigo 49'er Gold 305.96 

    

Swift Lefty Buckaroo Gold 591.90 

    

Hoss Shoer Cowboy Gold  211.87 

Donk Cowboy Silver 229.49 

Big Sky Ranger Cowboy Bronze 343.58 

Yellowstone Nerd Cowboy  425.91 

    

Homestate Drifter Duelist Gold  273.75 

Colorado Coolade Duelist Silver 334.50 

Bugler Duelist Bronze 365.33 

Charlie T Waite Duelist  371.59 

Shotgun Kegger Duelist  465.36 

    

Grizzly Bill Elder Statesman Gold  363.13 

Two Gun Montana Elder Statesman Silver 400.93 

Tough Eyed Jones Elder Statesman Bronze 578.57 

Shotgun Gibbs Elder Statesman  618.50 

    

Yakima Red Frontier Cartridge  Gold 338.18 

Backstrap Bill Frontier Cartridge  Silver 444.21 

    

Lilly Blossom Lady Frontier Cartridge Gold 757.05 

    

Chama Bill Senior Gold 209.20 

Joe Cross Senior Silver 241.18 

Two Eyed Ted Senior Bronze 374.56 

Canyon Charlie Senior  396.60 

Cowbel John Senior  399.39 

Galloping Swede Senior  412.10 

No Doc Holiday Senior  1453.46 

    

Deadeye Dalton Sodbuster Gold 272.96 

Ragtime Joe Sodbuster Silver 310.45 

Alkali Andy Sodbuster Bronze 315.89 

    

Dakota Drifter Top Cowboy - Match Winner Gold 168.75 

    

Mudhen Millie Top Cowgirl - Match Winner Gold 276.19 

    

Sundog Young Gun Gold 389.70 
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Match Results (by time) 

   Match Final  Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 

Finish Alias Category Time Rank Time Rank Time Rank Time Rank Time Rank 

1 Chama Bill S 86.49 5 24.03 1 31.48 2 20.5 1 10.48 1 

2 Joe Cross ES 115.89 15 30.85 3 37.34 5 33.8 5 13.93 2 

3 Gooch Hill Drifter GF 120.65 18 37.73 5 38.50 6 23.3 2 21.15 5 

4 Mudhen Millie S 124.26 18 37.11 4 36.27 4 28.6 3 22.29 7 

5 Eastwood CWB 135.66 24 52.27 11 27.60 1 33.1 4 22.73 8 

6 Noah Regrets D 138.94 27 44.22 8 42.61 8 35.2 8 16.87 3 

7 Donk CWB 139.34 29 42.43 6 34.32 3 35.1 7 27.47 13 

8 Big Sky Ranger CWB 153.69 34 43.97 7 47.79 9 34.7 6 27.25 12 

9 Buckskin Lily CWG 166.71 41 28.85 2 42.53 7 40.3 11 55.04 21 

10 Yakima Red BPFCD 170.91 40 54.74 12 56.64 14 39.3 10 20.21 4 

11 Grizzly Bill ES 187.49 49 62.62 15 51.56 12 51.6 16 21.76 6 

12 Galloping Swede S 204.12 59 61.22 14 66.12 18 53.9 18 22.92 9 

13 Shotgun Kegger D 205.74 54 76.88 16 52.62 13 49.5 15 26.78 10 

14 Two Eyed Ted S 207.52 57 48.90 10 78.00 20 42.6 12 38.05 15 

15 Yellowstone Nerd CWB 218.17 57 90.00 22 48.64 10 39.2 9 40.36 16 

16 H M Muggins Taylor ES 221.59 63 59.87 13 58.07 15 47.7 13 55.98 22 

17 Two Gun Montana ES 224.49 61 47.05 9 49.03 11 77.2 22 51.18 19 

18 Lacivious Latigo FN 232.82 66 85.83 19 64.31 17 55.8 19 26.93 11 

19 Homestate Drifter BW 234.06 68 87.29 21 59.34 16 53.0 17 34.40 14 

20 Li'l Miss Dewdrop BT 290.99 78 105.43 23 82.84 21 48.5 14 54.23 20 

21 Shotgun Gibbs ES 296.81 79 85.09 18 87.27 22 77.2 21 47.25 18 

22 Swift Lefty B 330.66 80 82.44 17 121.57 23 80.1 23 46.53 17 

23 No Doc Holiday S 331.56 82 86.53 20 77.00 19 73.0 20 95.00 23 

Montana Territory Peacemakers—August Match 
August 26, 2017 



Page 10 

Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times 

 
Volume I1I, Issue 6 

September 2017 

MTP SIDE MATCH 2017-08-26 
8/26/2017 

Match Results (by time) 
    

Finish Alias Category Time 

1 Buckskin Lily CWG 5.16 

2 Joe Cross ES 5.67 

3 H M Muggins Taylor ES 6.61 

4 Homestate Drifter BW 6.64 

5 Donk CWB 6.91 

6 Mudhen Millie S 7.12 

7 Grizzly Bill ES 8.41 

8 Eastwood CWB 8.67 

9 Noah Regrets D 9.35 

10 Chama Bill S 9.54 

11 Two Gun Montana ES 9.69 

12 Gooch Hill Drifter GF 10.25 

13 Yellowstone Nerd CWB 10.59 

14 Big Sky Ranger CWB 13.53 

15 Shotgun Kegger D 14.50 

16 Swift Lefty B 15.63 

17 Shorty CWB 15.78 

18 Yakima Red CWB 16.46 

19 Shotgun Gibbs ES 20.30 

20 Lacivious Latigo FN 22.44 
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More Big Sky State Games 

     Stages for the BSSG were written by Grizzly Bill, Galloping Swede, and Homestake and were held in the 

saloon, the cemetery, and the “open range.”  Judging by the smiles and joviality at the awards ceremony, eve-

ryone enjoyed the event.  The club will sponsor the event again next year and, in cooperation with the BSSG, 

will explore additional ways to increase participation. 


