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Club Christmas Party a
Rousing Success!!!
A good time was had by all at the annual Christmas party held at the Billings Rod and Gun Club clubhouse on December 9, 2018. Latigo conducted a short club meeting before the festivities started (notes
elsewhere in this newsletter). The party fare featured the normal wide range of delectable dishes and
goodies.
New this year was the cello accompaniment provided by Mustang Maddie. After dinner, the annual
white elephant gift exchange provided the normal chuckles and surprises as the guests opened their
gifts again delivered by ‘Lil Miss Dew Drop and Swift Lefty. As usual, some were disappointed that they
lost their prize as others stole them.
The Grizzly Bill family had the most attendees and represented three generations. Now if he could
just get that middle generation to start shootin’.
Backstrap Bill, on the loose with Lilly Blossom occupied elsewhere, provided a humorous moment as he asked
Mustang Maddie who would play the cello
while they danced. Not sure which was the
most humorous—that Backstrap thought
we might have another cowboy cello player
or the image of Backstrap, well known for
his vocal distinction, dancing.
All too soon, we were back outside in the
cold and snow to head home. Thanks to the
out-of-towners for making it to the party
and for shootin’ with us all year.
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Cowboy Poetry

“A Cowboy’s Love Song”
By Anonymous

Oh, the last steer has been branded
And the last beef has been shipped,
And I'm free to roam the prairies
That the round-up crew has stripped;
I'm free to think of Susie,—
Fairer than the stars above,—
She's the waitress at the station
And she is my turtle dove.
Biscuit-shootin' Susie,—
She's got us roped and tied;
Sober men or woozy
Look on her with pride.
Susie's strong and able,
And not a one gits rash
When she waits on the table
And superintends the hash.
Oh, I sometimes think I'm locoed
An' jes fit fer herdin' sheep,
'Cause I only think of Susie
When I'm wakin' or I'm sleep.
I'm wearin' Cupid's hobbles,
An' I'm tied to Love's stake-pin,
And when my heart was branded
The irons sunk deep in.

Biscuit-shootin' Susie,—
She's got us roped and tied;
Sober men or woozy
Look on her with pride.
Susie's strong and able,
And not a one gits rash
When she waits on the table
And superintends the hash.
I take my saddle, Sundays,—
The one with inlaid flaps,—
And don my new sombrero
And my white angora chaps;
Then I take a bronc for Susie
And she leaves her pots and pans
And we figure out our future
And talk o'er our homestead plans.
Biscuit-shootin' Susie,—
She's got us roped and tied;
Sober men or woozy
Look on her with pride.
Susie's strong and able,
And not a one gits rash
When she waits on the table
And superintends the hash.
Anonymous

December Meeting Notes – 12/9/2017
Attending: Everyone at the Christmas Party!!
After leading the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance, Latigo honchoed a brief meeting at the Christmas Party. He briefly covered the schedule and club plans for 2018. The club plans to host the Big
Sky State Games again in 2018. The club will continue the practice sessions on the second Thursday
of each month and is adding a combined conventional cowboy and wild bunch match on the second
Sundays of April through July. He also put in a plug for the newsletter, asking everyone to read it as
he felt it contains valuable information.
Yellowstone Nerd proposed a round of applause for the work that club leadership does to keep things
going through out the year.
Homestake requested a moment of silence to honor club member Kid Kansas and any other cowboy
shooters that passed on to the big round up in the sky this past year.
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The Man Who Shot Liberty Valence at BST
Journey into the Wild West, 1890, in this classic story of good versus evil, law
versus the gun, one man versus Liberty Valance. A tale of love, hope and revenge
set against the vicious backdrop of a lawless society.
Backstrap and Lilly Blossom are proposing that we wear our cowboy clothes
and attend a The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance performance at Billings Studio
Theater. The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance plays March 30, 31, April 5, 6, 7, 8*,
12, 13, 14 & 15*, 2018 (*Denotes Matinee). The performance we’d attend is yet to
be determined. Show Times: Thursday, Friday, Saturday: 7:30 PM (Doors Open
At 7:00PM), Sunday Matinees: 2:00 PM (Doors Open At 1:30 PM).
The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance is a 1962 American Western film directed
by John Ford starring James Stewart and John Wayne. The screenplay by James
Warner Bellah and Willis Goldbeck was adapted from a short story written by
Montanan Dorothy M. Johnson. The supporting cast features Vera Miles, Lee
Marvin, Edmond O'Brien, Andy Devine, John Carradine, Woody Strode, Strother Martin, and Lee Van Cleef.
The performance for us to attend is yet to be determined. Look for more information to follow. Hope to
see you there.

Wild Bunch Action Shooting
This year the Montana Territory Peacemakers will try a few combined conventional cowboy action and wild bunch matches on the second Sunday of April through July. Set-up will be the morning
of the match in one bay only, the safety briefing will take place immediately after set-up is complete,
and shooting will commence following the safety briefing. The sport uses 1911 pistols in .45 ACP,
lever action rifles chambered for pistol caliber of .40 and above, and model 1897 12ga. pump shotguns. Here is more information on the equipment requirements. These are basic requirements. For
a complete list of allowed equipment/modifications, see http://www.sassnet.com/wildbunch/
handbooks.

“Wild Bunch” Equipment
Traditional M1911 Pistol - Shot one-handed
 No guide rods or bull barrels are allowed.
 No extended magazine wells.
 Only non-adjustable “military style” simple blade rear and front sights
allowed. The 10-8 National Match and the Harrison Design 003 are approved rear sights.
 No sight inserts or colored sights allowed. Sights must be black, blued, or stainless.
Modern M1911 Pistol – May be shot two-handed
 Barrel length must be five inches.
 Barrel with standard barrel bushing. No Bull barrels allowed.
 Adjustable or non-adjustable rear sights and blade type front sights are allowed.
 Sights may not be optical or fiber optic. Laser sights are not allowed. Sights may be painted
or have colored dots or inserts.
Pistol Magazines
 Standard length only.
 NO base pads of any kind.
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Cowboy/Cowgirl Profile

“Tough Eye Jones”
MTP Times: Thanks, Tough
Eye Jones, for providing this issue’s “Shooter Profile.” Tell us,
how did and/or why did you
choose your Alias?
Tough Eye Jones: “Tough
Eye” was my grandfather’s nick
name.
MTP Times: How long have you
been shooting Cowboy Action?
Tough Eye Jones: Three
years.
MTP Times: Why did you start
shooting Cowboy Action?
Tough Eye Jones: Always
have been interested in shooting
- 20 years in the Marines shooting expert both rifle and pistol. I
did silhouette shooting at the
Ekalaka Buffalo Shoot where I
met some Cowboy Action shooters that got my interest. Then I
saw your recruiting booth at a
gun show and signed up for the
Beginners Class. The rest is
history.
MTP Times: What do you like
about Cowboy Action Shooting?

Tough Eye Jones: Shooting,
the 1800s theme, and the
friendships I’ve formed.
MTP Times: What guns do
you shoot and why? Have you
shot others? Why did you
change?
Tough Eye Jones: Ruger Vaquero old style chambered
in .45 Colt, a well-built revolver
that looks good and fits my
hand. My rifle is a Marlin Model
1894CD chambered in .45
Colt. This is the only lever action rifle that was chambered
in .45 Colt before 1900. My
shotgun is a side by side exposed hammer 12 gauge
manufactured by Zhongzhou
Machine Works. The price was
right. I have not shot other
guns in Cow boy Action
matches
MTP Times: Where all do/
have you shot matches?
Tough Eye Jones: Billings
and Miles City.
MTP Times: Have you held

any club
positions,
been match
director,
written scenarios, built/ contributed props
(which ones)???
Tough Eye Jones: No.
MTP Times: Anything new or
different you'd like to see at our
matches?
Tough Eye Jones: Get the
pop up clays safely working.
MTP Times: What other types
of shooting do you do? Hunting?
Tough Eye Jones: Target and
self-defense. I haven’t hunted
in a few years due to my knees.
MTP Times: Anything else
you'd like other shooters to
know about you??? Any advice
for new shooters?
Tough Eye Jones: My advice
for new shooters is to not worry
about your time. It will improve
the more matches you shoot.
Don’t be afraid to ask questions, everybody will help.

 Magazine must fit flush with bottom of frame when inserted.
Rifle
Must be a SASS main match legal rifle in .40 caliber or larger.
Shotgun
Must be a Winchester 1897 or clone in 12 gauge - Civilian or Military style. Winchester Model ‘12
in 12 gauge is also allowed.
Holsters, Cartridge Belts
 Loose ammunition (i.e., ammunition not in magazines) must be carried in a SASS main match
legal manner.
 Holsters and Cartridge belts must be made of traditional materials, (e.g., canvas or leather).
 No metal or plastic “competition” type equipment.

Volume IV, Issue 1

Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times

January 2018
Page 5

2018 Shooting Schedule
Colter’s Hell Justice Committee
Cowboy Action Shooting at the Heart Mountain Rod & Gun Club
Road 5 Powell, Wyoming
Match set-up time at 8:30 Match Day
Safety meeting and match to follow
*Weather and Range Conditions Permitting*

freegrazer.blogspot.com for the latest Match Information
April 7
April 21- Infernal Revenue Wyoming Wild Bunch Match
May 5
May 12- Wyoming Wild Bunch Match
June 2
July 7
August 4
September 1
September- 15 Wyoming Wild Bunch Match
October 6
October 20- Wyoming Wild Bunch Match
November 3- Turkey Shoot

Match Fee $10
Contact Yakima Red
yakred@tritel.net








Holster must cover the entire length of the slide and barrel from the muzzle TO the ejection
port. (ejection port need not be covered).
No shoulder or cross-draw holsters may be used during competition.
Magazine pouches must be worn on the opposite side of the body from the handgun. They
may hold one or two magazines. Magazine pouches must be worn vertical and conform to the
shooter’s body. (i.e., not tilt out from the shooter’s body).
Magazine pouches can hold either one or two magazines, one magazine per loop.
At least two inches of the magazine must be covered by the magazine pouch.
The flat side of the magazines must be parallel to the body. Magazine pouches may
not hold magazines with the thin edge next
to the belt. The flat side of the magazine
must be parallel to the belt.

Volume IV, Issue 1

Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times
Upcoming Events Schedule
February
2/19
2/24

Monthly Club Meeting
.22 Match

3/19
3/24

Monthly Club Meeting
.22 Match (Backup Date)

4/…
4/7
4/15

Gun Show
Monthly Match – Powell
Combined Cowboy/Wild Bunch
Match
Monthly Club Meeting
Powell - Infernal Revenue Wyoming
Wild Bunch Match
Monthly Match
Registration—8:00 am
Shooting—9:00
Stage Writer—TBD
Match Director—TBD

March
April

4/16
4/21
4/28

May
5/5
5/5
5/10
5/12
5/13
5/21
5/26

Intro to Cowboy Action Shooting
Class
Monthly Match – Powell
Practice
Powell – Wyoming Wild Bunch
Match
Combined Cowboy/Wild Bunch
Match
Monthly Club Meeting
Monthly Match
Registration—8:00 am
Shooting—9:00
Stage Writer—TBD
Match Director—TBD

Comments
Feel free to provide your comments and suggestions for future Montana Territory Peacemaker
newsletters to mtpeacemakers@gmail.com with a
subject of “Newsletter Comments.”
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Cowboy Recipe

“A man’s gotta eat!”
PEACH COBBLER
Prepare this in a Dutch oven so it can be
baked—or bake it in an oven at about 350 degrees until done.
Ingredients:
2 large cans of peaches **
1 teaspoon Cinnamon or to taste
1 teaspoon vanilla
Sugar as needed
Topping:
2 cups flour
½ cup sugar
½ teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking powder
¼ cup butter
2/3 cup canned milk (Canned cow)**
Melt some butter in the bottom of a Dutch oven;
then add the peaches, the cinnamon and sugar.
Combine the flour, sugar, baking powder, and
salt in a mixing bowl. Mix it all together, then add
the butter—either melt the butter or put it in cold
and mix it into the flour, just as if preparing biscuits—then add the milk and stir into the dry ingredients to form a soft ball.
Then add the topping. Drop the dough on the
peaches in small balls like dumplings, or roll it
out in a thin sheet and lay it over the top. Sprinkle a little sugar and cinnamon over the dough.
Cover and bake in the fire for about 30 to 45
minutes—lifting the lid occasionally to check on
the progress.
You can add other spices, if they are available. If
you don’t want to make your own crust dough,
you can use a commercial biscuit mix for the
crust by following the directions on the box.
**See Companion article—”What’s in Your
Chuckwagon.”
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What’s in Your Chuckwagon??
As all we good cowpokes know, chuckwagons were used on the trail drives in the late 1800s
and on ranch roundups from then up until fairly recently. Since we portray cowboys of the later
1800s, we might be interested in what the trail drive and roundup chuchwagons of that period contained and how were they used.
Provisioning a chuckwagon would required a little planning as there generally were no grocery stores to restock along the way. Similarly, chuckwagon food would typically include easily preserved items – like beans, salted meats, coffee, flour, sugar and/or molasses, perhaps some dried
or canned fruit, a variety of spices, and, of course, sour dough starter. Even though there would be
a whole herd of beef on the hoof, the cowboys seldom got fresh meat unless an animal was injured
and had to be killed – trail bosses and ranchers taking exception to feeding their cowhands “money
on the hoof.” Therefore, most of the meat was grease cloth wrapped bacon, salt pork, and beef
which was dried, salted, or smoked.
Canned or “tinned” foods were available in the early to mid 1800s, but did not start making it
into the chuckwagons until about 1880. Canned fruit, tomatoes, pork and beans, and milk became
prevalent in the 1880s to 1890s. They were more common in the northern ranges of Wyoming and
Montana than in the southern ranges which did not start acquiring “airtights” until the late 1890s.
Fresh vegetables and eggs were not generally available unless the trail boss was able to trade with
a farmer along the route.
Consequently, the typical day’s food eaten by trail cowboys was:
Breakfast: meat (most likely salt pork), sourdough
bread or biscuits, dried fruit, and coffee
Lunch/Dinner: dried or salted roast beef (fresh if
available) or salt pork, beans, biscuits, and coffee
Dessert: stewed dried fruit, spiced cake made without eggs or butter, dried fruit pies, or rice and raisins called spotted pup (unless you are Backstrap
Bill, then it’s called spotted dick), or desserts using
canned fruit (see “A Man’s Gotta Eat”)
In order to prepare meals, the chuckwagon also contained a water barrel, cooking utensils,
and a sling under the belly to hold firewood. Since the working cowboys couldn’t carry everything
they might need on their horse, the chuckwagon also hauled many tools and other supplies. These
would include tools for horse shoeing and Blacksmith tools for making repairs to the wagon and
horse tack, sewing needles for mending clothing or saddles, and first aid and alcohol tonics used for
medicinal purposes. The cowboys would store their bedrolls in the chuckwagon during the day’s
travel.
Many chuckwagon cookbooks give recipes using milk, eggs, and all kinds of ingredients,
claiming these to be authentic chuck wagon recipes. Perhaps they are right for the chuckwagons operating in the 1920s to 1940s, but not true for the period before the turn of the twentieth century.
During the period we portray, the late 1800s, the menu consisted of beans, beef, sourdough biscuits
salt pork, rice, dried fruit (mainly raisins, apples, and prunes), and, of course, coffee. We here at
“Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times” try to be as authentic as possible in our recipes.
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Second Ever

Newsletter Contest

“Whose hat Is It????”
The Contest: We spend a bunch of our time at our Cowboy Action
Shooting matches observing other shooters, as counters, waiting in line to load or unload, loaded and waiting
to shoot, shootin’ the bull, or just plain spectatin’. In view of this recurring actuality, the editorial staff of the
Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times has devised this “Whose Hat Is It????” contest to test your observatory prowess.
The Rules: 1) If you fail to identify your own hat, you are disqualified (yes, we know this is a harsh rule
since most of us can’t see our own hats while they are on our heads, but unlike our backsides, we can see
them when we take them off). 2) If you don’t want your hat used in the contest, you must so inform the
editorial staff immediately (for four of you, you are already too late). 3) All identifications for each issue’s hat selections must be received at contest headquarters before the publication of the next newsletter
issue. Since no one knows when that will be, best get them in right away. 4) The judges’ decisions/
determinations are final. 5) You need not be present to win.
Contest Duration: The contest will last as long as: there are sufficient hats for identification; until a clear
winner can be determined; the readership participation declines; someone complains; and/or the editorial staff
tires of administering the contest.
Contest Prizes: One or more prizes (as yet to be determined) will be awarded the winner(s). Prizes are
guaranteed to be of at least the quality, character, and nature as the gifts exchanged at the annual Christmas
Party white elephant gift exchange.
Where to Send Your Entries: E-mail your entries to: ar129@aol.com with the subject “MTP Newsletter
Hat Contest” or, if that’s too much typin’, “MTP Hats” will do.
Hats must be
identified by
alias and
contest number.

HAT #3

HAT #4

News You Can Use
NEW

Newsletter Web Site

Our Newsletter—Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times—now has its own web
site where you can view the latest issue plus all past issues. The web site is located at
https://mtpgoodtimes.wordpress.com/.

