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 The Montana Territory 
Peacemakers 2018 schedule 
promises  an exciting year of 
Cowboy and Wild Bunch Action 
Shooting.  It doesn’t matter 
where you’re from, Montana, 
Wyoming, North  or South Da-
kota, or somewhere else, you 
are welcome to come and join 
the fun. 
 April through October 
will again feature Cowboy Ac-
tion Matches on the 4th Satur-
day of April through October 
with 2 day matches in June and September and the Big Sky State Games Match in July.   
 The traditional .22 caliber match will be held on March  24.  New this year are combined Cowboy 
Action Shooting/Wild Bunch Action Shooting matches which will take place on the second Sundays of 
April through July.  
 As usual, the club will man a table at the April gun show to solicit new shooters and hold an Intro 
to Cowboy Action Shooting Class for new shooters on May 5.  Practice will continue on the second 
Thursdays of May through September, the October match will be the annual Zombie Match,  and the an-
nual Christmas Party will round out the schedule in December. 

Galloping Swede shoots Wild Bunch 

February Meeting Notes—by Latigo 
.22 Match pushed back to March 24.  Shooting Scenario Assignments - need 

someone to take on August - If you've never done it but are concerned - several of 

us will be glad to help you through the process. 

 April - Grizzly Bill 

 May - Bugler 

 June - Eastwood (FKA Colorado Coolade) 

 July - Homestake 

 Aug - _________ 

 Sept - Bugler 

 Oct - Latigo 

Presented outlines for a large Buffalo Target and Wolf Target.  Outlines were ap-

proved for purchase pending cost estimates.  Backstrap offered a standing $50 

warrant for the first woman shooter to shoot the Buffalo dingus when the target is used.  April 15 was chosen as the 

date we'll attend "Who Shot Liberty Valence" at the Billings Studio Theatre.  Everyone should download the new 

combined shooting manuals from the SASS website. 
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“A WORKING RANCH” 
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“We envy you,” said my city friends, 
“Your life in the great outdoors. 
We’re thinking of buying a ranch somewhere 
And living a life like yours.” 
 
“We’ll have a garden – our very own, 

And keep lots of animals there; 
A working ranch,” they said – and smiled, 
And their eyes held a faraway stare. 
 
In my ears I can hear their words ring plain 
As I start on my morning chore; 
With two heavy buckets of water and grain 
I head for the chicken house door. 
 
As I enter the scabby, unpainted shed 
To a roomful of clucking hens; 
I see the gazebo with white wicker chairs  
On the lawn of my city friends. 
 
I picture them tossing sunflower seeds 
To a twittering songbird band; 
Then a setting hen ends my reverie  
By pecking a hole in my hand. 
 
I leave with my bucket of fresh-laid eggs 
And step in a fresh cowpie; 
My feet do the splits – I crash in the dirt 
And the eggs fly off for the sky. 
 

March 2018 

As I lie supine, I spy from the ground  
That the garden gate is awry; 
And there six heifers are munching around 
In my summer food supply. 
 
My two frantic collies and I commence  

To bark and scream and yell; 
The heifers depart by way of the fence 
Trampling it all to —— well. 
 
I fix the fence and enter the house 
As a neighbor phones to say 
That my horses have wandered into his field 
And are eating his prime cut hay. 
 
And do I want my registered saddlemare bred 
To his workhorse stud asks he  
“No, no!” I screech, and filled with dread,  
I move with alacrity. 
 
My city friends wear designer jeans 
My city friends eat quiche; 
They have a courtyard full of flowers 
And poodles trained to the leash. 
 
But they yearn for a working ranch they claim 
To experience its joys and its fun; 
Another day like this has been 

And hell – I’ll give ‘em this one. 

                               Used with Author Permission 

 Gwen Petersen, a renowned Montana cowboy poet, ranches near Big Timber.  She’s performed 
her poetry on the biggest of cowboy poetry venues—Elko, Nevada — and has been instrumental in es-
tablishing continuing Montana cowboy poetry events.  She started The Montana Cowboy Poetry Gath-
ering in Big Timber and, when it got too big for Big Timber, it moved to Lewistown where it is in its 33rd 
year—second oldest in the country. 

 Gwen says, “ANOTHER NEWS TIDBIT:  THE HIGH COUNTRY COWBOYS OF RED LODGE ARE COM-

ING TO BIG TIMBER, SATURDAY MARCH 24.  THERE WILL BE COWBOY/GIRL POETS OPENING THE 

SHOW.  HEADLINERS:  HIGH COUNTRY COWBOYS.  IF YOU’RE NOT FAMILIAR WITH THEIR TALENTS, GO 

TO THEIR WEBSITE.  GREAT GUYS, GREAT MUSICIANS/SINGERS.”  More information about the event and 
the High Country Cowboys can be found on their web site High Country Cowboys. 

https://www.thehighcountrycowboys.com/


MTP Times:  Thanks, Doc 
Money, for providing this issue’s 
“Shooter Profile.”  Tell us, how 
did and/or why did you choose 
your Alias?   
Doc Money:  In real life, I am a 
university professor, and I have a 
PhD in accounting.  “Doc Money” 
just seemed like a good fit.  
MTP Times: How long have you 
been shooting Cowboy Action? 
Doc Money:  I did a bit of cow-
boy shooting back in 2001 but it 
didn’t really stick.  I started again 
when I moved to Billings in 2014, 
so I’ve shot cowboy for about 
three years. 
MTP Times:  Why did you start 
shooting Cowboy Action?   
Doc Money:  When I moved to 
Billings back in 2014, one of the 
first people I met was Bugler.  I 
was in a local gun shop, asking 
the owner about USPSA and 
IDPA shooting in Billings, but the 
storeowner wasn’t into competi-
tion, and he really didn’t know 
much.  However, Bugler was in 
the shop and introduced himself, 
and we started chatting.  Turns 
out, we knew some of the same 
people, trained with the same 
instructor, and had a lot of similar 
experiences with guns, shooting, 
and competition.  Forty-five min-
utes later, I had a new friend, 
and Bugler’s been dragging me 
to cowboy matches ever since. 
MTP Times:  What do you like 
about Cowboy Action Shooting? 
Doc Money:  All of it!  The peo-
ple, the guns, the competition, 

the camaraderie.  One of the 
really great things about cow-
boy shooting is that it has so 
much to offer, and people are 
into it for a lot of different rea-
sons.  Some like the old west 
history; some are into playing 
cowboy dress-up; some like so-
cializing with great people who 
have similar interests.  I’m into 
it mainly for the competition, 
because I really like the old 
west guns, and because of all 
the great people and friends 
that I’ve made. 
MTP Times:  What guns do 
you shoot and why?  Have you 
shot others?  Why did you 
change? 
Doc Money:  My main match 
revolvers are a pair of EMF 
Great Western II’s.  They are 
Italian reproductions of the Colt 
SAA, made by Pietta.  Bugler 
found the guns for me, as they 
were being sold by a shooter 
who was retiring from Cowboy 
shooting.  Other than filing the 
front sights to adjust point of 
aim/point of impact, they are 
unmodified.  I shoot a SxS dou-
ble, an SKB tuned by Johnny 
Meadows.  I also have a Win-
chester Model 97 tuned by Coy-
ote Cap.  It’s a great shotgun, 
but a lot of testing with a timer 
made it pretty clear that I’m 
faster with a SxS.  So I only use 
the ’97 for Wild Bunch matches.  
My rifle is an Uberti made re-
production of a Winchester ’73.  
It has been slicked, smoothed, 

short-stroked, all springs 
swapped out, etc., etc.  It is an 
awesome rifle, and pretty much 
state of the art.  Bugler also 
found this gun for me.  It came 
from another old friend of his 
who was getting out of cowboy 
shooting.  If it seems like there 
is a pattern developing here, 
you’re right.  Bugler is very good 
at spending other people’s 
money.  ;-) 
MTP Times:  Where all do/have 
you shot matches?   
Doc Money:  I have shot 
matches in Billings, Cody, Miles 
City, Great Falls, Denver, and 
Colorado Springs.  I hope to ex-
pand that list this summer. 
MTP Times: Have you held any 
club positions, been match di-
rector, written scenarios, built/ 
contributed props (which 
ones)???  
Doc Money:  No I haven’t.  But 
I hope to be able to going for-
ward. 
MTP Times:  Anything new or 
different you'd like to see at our 
matches?   
Doc Money:  There are some 
club members that have shot in 
a lot of different locations, and 
have cataloged stage designs 
that have been used in various 
state and regional matches.  I 
think it would be fun to use 
some of those here, particularly 
stages that are completely dif-
ferent from anything we’ve ever  
            Continued Page 4 
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                   Continued from Page 3 

done.  While it’s not practical for  
a lot of our shooters to travel to 
neighboring states to shoot these 
bigger matches, we can bring 
those same stages here for our 
club. 
MTP Times:  What other types 
of shooting do you do?  Hunting? 
Doc Money:  I started shooting 
USPSA in 1985, and IDPA in 
2006.  I’ve shot skeet, trap, 
sporting clays, BPCR silhouette, 
and small-bore silhouette.  Cow-
boy and USPSA are my favorite 
types of competition. 
 

San Diego is my hometown, and 
I grew up hunting rabbits, doves, 
and quail in the Southern Califor-
nia deserts.  Bird hunting has al-
ways been a passion, and I 
spent a number of years raising 
and training pointing dogs 
(Gordon and English setters, 
English pointers and German 
Short-Haired pointers).  I was 
pretty involved in hunt testing, 
and field trial competitions.  I’ve 
hunted doves in California, Ari-
zona, and Georgia, quail in Cali-
fornia, Arizona, Colorado and 
Oklahoma, pheasants in Utah, 
Idaho, and Colorado, and chu-
kars in Nevada. I’ve hunted deer 
and elk, and this summer, I will 
be going on safari in Africa.  I am 
into shooting prairie dogs in a big 
way; we shoot them all through 
spring and summer.  I really like 
varmint rifles, and I like to tinker.  
I re-chambered my Cooper to .22 
K-Hornet this last summer, I built 

a 6mm BR for a long
-range varmint rifle, 
and I’m currently building rifles 
in .22 BR and .20 BR. 
MTP Times: Anything else 
you'd like other shooters to 
know about you???  Any advice 
for new shooters? 
Doc Money:  My best advice for 
anyone that is thinking about 
getting into cowboy shooting is 
to just do it!  Come to a match, 
introduce yourself, and when 
asked if you’d like to shoot, say 
yes!  Cowboy shooters really 
are friendly and helpful, and 
really want you to use their 
guns, and shoot the match. 
 

When you decide this is some-
thing that you’d like to do, go 
slow when deciding on your 
equipment.  It is very easy to 
buy guns and gear that may ap-
pear to be what you need, but in 
reality is totally unsuitable.  If 
you can get it at Cabela’s, it’s 
probably NOT what you want.  
Talk to a lot of shooters about 
their gear.  Try out their guns, 
and ask lots of questions.  
There are guns that are cool as 
can be, and you get major style 
points for using them, but they 
just aren’t competitive, and they 
will frustrate you if you’re trying 
to shoot fast. 
 

Make sure that you do a little 
studying of the rulebook, as dif-
ferent categories may have cos-
tume, gun, and shooting style 
rules/requirements, and under-

standing those rules/
requirements may save you 
some money and frustration. 
 

Any shooter, new or experi-
enced, is more than welcome to 
try out any of my guns, and if 
there is any assistance that I 
can provide, I am very happy to 
do so. 
MTP Times:  Do you reload?  If 
so, how long have you been re-
loading?  Smokeless?  Black 
Powder?  Any advice for reload-
ers? 
Doc Money:  I have been re-
loading since 1980.  I load me-
tallic (rifle and pistol) on three 
different presses, a Dillon 650 
and Square Deal, and a single 
stage Rock Chucker.  I load 
shotgun shells on a Mec 9000 
and a Mec 600 junior.  If anyone 
needs any assistance trouble 
shooting Dillon presses, or has 
any reloading questions, or 
needs assistance, please let me 
know.  I have helped a lot of 
new reloaders get started over 
the years, and I’m always happy 
to help. 
 

Best advice is to get a couple of 
reloading manuals and read 
them.  Follow the rules.  Re-
loading is very safe and reward-
ing if done properly. 
 

Cowboy/Cowgirl Profile 
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Wild Bunch Action Shooting 
     This year the Montana Territory Peacemakers will try a few combined conventional cowboy ac-
tion and wild bunch matches on the second Sunday of April through July.  Set-up will be the morning 
of the match in one bay only, the safety briefing will take place immediately after set-up is complete, 
and shooting will commence following the safety briefing. The sport uses 1911 pistols in .45 ACP, 
lever or slide action rifles chambered for pistol caliber of .40 and above, and model 1897 12ga. 
pump shotguns.  For a complete list of rules, equipment, and allowed equipment/modifications, see 
http://www.sassnet.com/wildbunch/handbooks. 
 

Differences between “Wild Bunch” (WBAS) and  
Conventional Cowboy Action Shooting (CAS) 

 
At the Loading Table 

 Rifles will be loaded the same as for CAS. 
 A loaded magazine will be inserted in the 1911 pistol.  Magazines can be loaded at carts. 
 Shotguns will be loaded up to the maximum the shotgun will hold or six—whichever is greater 

or, if less, the amount required for the stage.  Hammers will be down on an empty chamber. 
At the Shooting Line 

 Rifles are shot the same as for CAS. 
 Shotguns are racked to load the first shotgun 

shell.  If a shooter is unable to rack a Model 12 
shotgun, it means the hammer may not be down 
on an empty chamber.  If not, a Stage DQ is as-
sessed. 

 
Continued page 7 

The Man Who Shot Liberty Valence at BST 
 

    Journey into the Wild West, 1890, in this classic story of good versus evil, law 
versus the gun, one man versus Liberty Valance. A tale of love, hope and revenge 
set against the vicious backdrop of a lawless society.   
     Backstrap and Lilly Blossom are proposing that we wear our cowboy clothes 
and attend a The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance performance at Billings Studio 
Theater.  The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance plays March 30, 31, April 5, 6, 7, 8*, 
12, 13, 14 & 15*, 2018 (*Denotes Matinee).  If you want to join the group, we’ll wear 
our cowboy clothes and attend the Matinee on Sunday, April 15 at 2:00 PM 
(Doors Open At 1:30 PM).  
     The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance is a 1962 American Western film directed 
by John Ford starring James Stewart and John Wayne. The screenplay by James 
Warner Bellah and Willis Goldbeck was adapted from a short story written by 
Montanan Dorothy M. Johnson. The supporting cast features Vera Miles, Lee 
Marvin, Edmond O'Brien, Andy Devine, John Carradine, Woody Strode, Strother Martin, and Lee Van Cleef.  
     Hope to see you there Sunday, April 15 at  2:00 PM. 

http://www.sassnet.com/wildbunch/handbooks/WILD%20BUNCH%20Action%20Shooting%20Handbook%20Vers%2011_3.pdf
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Cowboy Recipe 

“A man’s gotta eat!” 

Rattlesnake 
 

Cowboys along the trail drive trail ate what 

wild game and other wild edibles they could 

find.  Along much of the trail, rattlesnakes 

must have been pretty common and it does-

n’t take much imagination to conclude that 

a rattlesnake dinner could, at least occa-

sionally, be preferable to the ever present 

beans.   

Preparation was pretty simple. 

 Skin the snake and cut into 3 and 4 

inch pieces. 
 

 Roll in a mixture of flour, cornmeal, 

milk, and egg.  Salt and pepper.  Deep fry in 

hot oil.  Serve hot. 

 

Since we often hear 

that rattlesnake 

tastes just like 

chicken and since 

cowboys didn’t often 

have access to 

chicken, one won-

ders did they say, 

“Chicken — tastes 

just like rattlesnake.” 

Upcoming Events Schedule 

March 
3/19 Monthly Club Meeting 
3/24  .22 Match  
 

April 
4/7 Monthly Match – Powell 
4/8 Combined Cowboy/Wild Bunch 
   Match 
4/16 Monthly Club Meeting 
4/20-22    Billings Gun Show 
4/21 Powell - Infernal Revenue Wyoming 
   Wild Bunch Match 
4/28 Monthly Match 
 Registration—8:00 am 
 Shooting—9:00 
 Stage Writer—Grizzly Bill 
 Match Director—TBD 
 

May 
5/5 Intro to Cowboy Action Shooting  
  Class 
5/5 Monthly Match – Powell 
5/10 Practice 
5/12 Powell – Wyoming Wild Bunch 
  Match 
5/13 Combined Cowboy/Wild Bunch 
   Match 
5/21 Monthly Club Meeting 

5/26 Monthly Match 

 Registration—8:00 am 
 Shooting—9:00 
 Stage Writer—Bugler 
 Match Director—TBD 

March 2018 

Comments 
Feel free to provide your comments and sugges-
tions for future Montana Territory Peacemaker 
newsletters to  mtpeacemakers@gmail.com with a 
subject of “Newsletter Comments.” 

mailto:mtpeacemakers@gmail.com
mailto:mtpeacemakers@gmail.com
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WILD BUNCH ACTION SHOOTING RULE CHANGES 

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2018 
(Revised January 15, 2018) 

 

 The Model 12 shotgun does not have to be declared at the firing line. However, it must still be brought to 
the line with the hammer down on an empty chamber. If the gun is cocked it cannot be racked without 
pulling the trigger or hitting the slide release. If the shooter cannot rack the shotgun, they will be stopped 
immediately by the RO and the shotgun checked to see if it is cocked. If so, a SDQ is assessed. 

 Pistol magazines may now be loaded with up to 7 rounds. It is recommended that the average round 
count per stage be 28 in a Wild Bunch match. 

 The pistol may be reloaded with the slide forward with an empty chamber or with a round in the cham-
ber. A single round may be loaded by hand. 

 The penalty for moving with the slide forward on an empty chamber has been reduced to a MSV. It is still 
a Stage DQ to move more than one step with the slide forward on a loaded round. The basketball rule still 
applies. 

 The pistol may be re-staged with a loaded magazine in the gun as long as the slide is locked open. If the 
slide closes, loading a round, it is immediately a Stage DQ. 

 In Match Procedures and Terms (2018), all officials are listed indicating those that are optional versus who 
are required. Note that a loading table officer is now optional, but an unloading table officer is required. 

 The TO no longer asks the shooter if they understand the course of fire. 
 The TO no longer calls the shooter back for a closed firearm unless they can see that the shooter did not 

attempt to clear the firearm. 
 There are detailed definitions for ‘cleared’ and for ‘squib’. 
 There is no longer a penalty for dry firing at the loading table. 
 It has been clarified that the safeties that are required to be working on the 1911 are the thumb/hammer 

and grip safeties. 

Differences between “Wild Bunch” (WBAS) and  
Conventional Cowboy Action Shooting (CAS) 

 

At the Shooting Line  (Continued from Page 5) 

 When handling the 1911, the shooter’s finger must be OUTSIDE the trig-
ger guard when moving, reloading, or clearing a malfunction after the pistol is first charged. 

 The 1911 pistol is never holstered until finished shooting and cleared by the Timer Operator.  
If the M1911 is not the last firearm shot on the stage, it is staged on a prop or table, or other 
provided staging area.  When finished with the stage and upon the TO’s command “Unload 
and Show Clear,” the shooter will drop the magazine and show the pistol is empty, Upon 
the TO’s commands “Slide Forward,” “Hammer Down,” “Holster,” the shooter will re-
lease the slide, pull the trigger, and holster. 

 Shotgun targets are engaged with only one round each and any targets that do not fall are 
scored as a miss.  If the shotgun holds less than the required rounds, the remainder will be 
loaded off the body or as designated in the stage instructions. 

At the Unloading Table 
Only the shotgun and rifle need to be cleared/shown clear to the Unloading Table Officer as the pis-
tol has been cleared by the Timer Operator and should not leave the holster at the unloading table. 
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Second Ever 

Newsletter Contest 
 

“Whose hat Is It????” 

     The Contest:  We spend a bunch of our time at our Cowboy Action 
Shooting matches observing other shooters, as counters, waiting in line to load or unload, loaded and waiting 
to shoot, shootin’ the bull, or just plain spectatin’.  In view of this recurring actuality, the editorial staff of the 
Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times has devised this “Whose Hat Is It????” contest to test your ob-
servatory prowess.  
     The Rules:  1)  If you fail to identify your own hat, you are disqualified (yes, we know this is a harsh rule 
since most of us can’t see our own hats while they are on our heads, but unlike our backsides, we can see 
them when we take them off).  2)  If you don’t want your hat used in the contest, you must so inform the 
editorial staff immediately (for six of you, you are already too late).  3)  All identifications for each issue’s 
hat selections must be received at contest headquarters before the publication of the next newsletter issue.  
Since no one knows when that will be, best get them in right away. 4)  The judges’ decisions/determinations 
are final.  5)  You need not be present to win. 
     Contest Duration:  The contest will last as long as: there are sufficient hats for identification; until a clear 
winner can be determined; the readership participation declines; someone complains; and/or the editorial staff 
tires of administering the contest. 
     Contest Prizes:  One or more prizes (as yet to be determined) will be awarded the winner(s).  Prizes are 
guaranteed to be of at least the quality, character, and nature as the gifts exchanged at the annual Christmas 
Party white elephant gift exchange. 
     Where to Send Your Entries:  E-mail your entries to: ar129@aol.com with the subject “MTP Newsletter 
Hat Contest” or, if that’s too much typin’, “MTP Hats” will do.  
  

Hats must be 
identified by 
alias and 
contest num-
ber. 

      HAT #5  HAT #6 

News You Can Use  

NEW      Newsletter Web Site 

Our Newsletter—Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times—now has its own web 
site where you can view the latest issue plus all past issues.  The web site is located at  
https://mtpgoodtimes.wordpress.com/.   

https://mtpgoodtimes.wordpress.com/

