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Montana Territory Peacemakers 
Shoot .22 Caliber Match 

April 2018 

     Six hearty Montana Territory 
Peacemaker shooters, joined by 
Angel as scorekeeper (unable to 
shoot due to injury),  braved the 
warm, sunny March Saturday morn-
ing weather to shoot the .22 match.  
Yellowstone Nerd stopped by to take 
some pictures.  He claimed he 
couldn’t shoot the match due other 
commitments, but some might have 
suspected the real reason was that 
his off season reloading hadn’t in-
cluded .22 ammunition.   
     As the first stage was concluding, 
new shooter, Diamond Pete, arrived 
to join the posse.   Later on, Needa-
more  Ammo  arrived to shoot a 
stage. 
     Backstrap, unable to find a 

Spenser rifle in .22 caliber, reached way back into his gun safe and found an antique .22 rifle of 
Revolutionary War vintage.   
     Latigo wrote the stages  entitled “Siege of the Snowball Gang,” “Couldn't Hit a Barn,” “Throw a 
Little Hot Lead,” and “Gonna Boil Your Gizzards” using Backstrap’s  “Scenario Line Generator.”   
Using the  extensive compendium of  collected scenario lines Latigo selected the likes of “You 
couldn’t hit a barn if you was standin’ inside it.”   The first stage fea-
tured shooting the shotgun targets from the hip which humbled 
some of the shooters and indicated the need for some “hip shootin’” 
practice.  Lilly Blossom, a seasoned hip shooter and budding opera 
singer,  missed her opportunity to shine.   
     With match setup the morning of the match, only 7-8 shooters, 
and everyone pitching in to put targets away, everyone was on their 
way to the rest of their day by about 11:00.   Most all would agree that 
it was, as usual, a great way to spend a March Saturday morning 
and to warm up and whet one’s appetite for the rest of the shooting 
season.  We also hope to see the new shooters return and continue 
to shoot with us. 
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“NOTHIN' BUT A COWBOY” 
 

His front porch faced the morning sun and in the summertime 

Was there I watched him plait a rawhide line 
In memory we chased the longhorn 'cross the Goodnight range 

And rode the dusty trails of olden time. 
 

"He's nothin' but a cowboy", I heard somebody say, 
"Those tales of his are just an old man's lies." 

His younger days were gone like ashes on the winds of time 
But their glory shone like diamonds in his eyes. 
 

I know he's here with me tonight, I hear him in the wind 
It's just the way he told me it would be. 

He showed me how to cut for sign, I learned to rope and ride 
Till I'm nothin' but a cowboy, look at me. 
 

When he died we dug his grave out on a lovely hill 
I stop to visit every time I can 

He was gone before I had a chance to let him know 
He turned a maverick child into a man. 
 

I know he's here with me tonight out on this open plain 

The west wind sings it's love song just for me 
He showed me how to cut for sign, I learned to rope and ride 

Till I'm nothin' but a cowboy, look at me. 
 

I'm a full grown cowboy, look at me. 
 

    RED STEAGALL AND RICHARD E. O'BRIEN/1991      
        Used with Author Permission 

April 2018 

The entertainment career of Red Steagall has covered a period of over 45 years and has spanned the globe.  He has per-

formed for heads of state including a special party for President Reagan at the White House in l983, plus three overseas 

tours to the Middle East, the Far East, Europe, Australia, and South America.  He has spent the last thirty-seven years as a 

recording artist, songwriter, and television and motion picture personality.  He currently ranches outside of Fort Worth, 

Texas where in addition to his entertainment activities, he is involved in numerous horse related activities.  In addition to 

many other special awards, the Texas State Legislature named Red Steagall the Official Cowboy Poet of Texas in April of 

l99l and in January of 2004, Red was inducted into the Texas Cowboy Hall of Fame.  In addition to his current TV show 

on RFD TV entitled RED STEAGALL IS SOMEWHERE WEST OF WALL STREET, Red has a one hour syndicated 

radio show, COWBOY CORNER, currently broadcast on over 160 stations in 34 states and can be heard in Billings on 

KGHL AM 790 at 5:00 p.m., Sundays.  COWBOY CORNER celebrates the lifestyle of the American West through the 

poems, songs and stories of the American cowboy.  Red’s books, DVDs, CDs, and more information about Red can be 

found on his web site:   redsteagall.com/ 

https://www.redsteagall.com/


MTP Times:  Thanks, Dusty 
Barrels, for providing this issue’s 
“Shooter Profile.”  Tell us, how 
did and/or why did you choose 
your Alias?   
Dusty Barrels:  Pretty much be-
cause of the dust that always 
got on them where I practice 
(windy for the most part). 
MTP Times: How long have you 
been shooting Cowboy Action? 
Dusty Barrels:  I’ve been shoot-
ing a long time  - some mounted 
cowboy shooting up at Lake 
Woebeon with our youngest girl 
and husband, but the first cow-
boy action was in Billings four 
years ago, really enjoy it great 
people to be around.  
MTP Times:  Why did you start 
shooting Cowboy Action?   
Dusty Barrels:  Just really like 
the western gear and just like to 
shoot and compete.  
MTP Times:  What do you like 
about Cowboy Action Shooting? 
Dusty Barrels:  The different 
stages and being around the 
people. 
MTP Times:  What guns do you 
shoot and why?  Have you shot 
others?  Why did you change? 
Dusty Barrels:  For cowboy ac-
tion, 45 Long Colt and others 
are 44/40, 38/40, .32 and some-
times .38—just whatever works. 

I shoot trap, skeet, and 
sporting clays.  
MTP Times:  Where all 
do/have you shot 
matches?   
Dusty Barrels:  Crow 
River Rangers in MN and 
in Billings. Trap and Sport-
ing Clays pretty much 
wherever I am—NV and 
AZ are some.  
MTP Times: Have you held 
any club positions, been match 
director, written scenarios, 
built/ contributed props (which 
ones)???  
Dusty Barrels:  President of 
the Colstrip Trap, Skeet, and 
Sporting Clays for more than 
30 years. Pretty much built the 
range for our operation over 
the last 35 years, written 
grants, and built the different 
trap, skeet, Club house and 
storage buildings.    
MTP Times:  Anything new or 
different you'd like to see at our 
matches?   
Dusty Barrels:  Use do a great 
job. It’s nice to just come and 
shoot. Don’t stop what use are 
doing. I know all too well about 
help—it’s the way it will be. 
MTP Times:  What other types 
of shooting do you do?  Hunt-
ing? 

Dusty Barrels:  And just plain 
shooting at cans and other tar-
gets. Do a lot of prairie dog 
shooting just to help out one of 
the ranchers and their kids are 
into it now so I take them.  
MTP Times:  Do you reload?  If 
so, how long have you been 
reloading?  Smokeless?  Black 
Powder?  Any advice for re-
loaders? 
Dusty Barrels:  I reload for 10, 
12, 16, 20, 28, and 410 and for 
more than 30 different calibers 
many for different guns in the 
same calibers, Sorry no advice 
for reloaders other than double 
and triple check everything, 
things can go really bad in a 
hurry if not careful. 
MTP Times: Anything else 
you'd like other shooters to 
know about you???  Any advice 
for new shooters? 
Dusty Barrels:  Not really, 
might of said to much already.  

Cowboy/Cowgirl Profile 

                     “Dusty Barrels” 
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News You Can Use               NEW !!     Newsletter Web Site 

Our Newsletter—Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times—now has its own web site 
where you can view the latest issue plus all past issues.  The web site is located at  https://
mtpgoodtimes.wordpress.com/.   

https://mtpgoodtimes.wordpress.com/
https://mtpgoodtimes.wordpress.com/
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Match   Final          

Finish Alias Category Time Rank Time Rank Time Rank Time Rank Time Rank 

1 Homestake Drifter BW 238.43 9 121.83 5 51.37 2 29.59 1 35.64 1 

2 Two Gun Montana ES 252.53 9 119.49 4 42.55 1 47.22 2 43.27 2 

3 Lacivious Latigo FN 270.86 12 76.73 1 73.11 4 72.08 4 48.94 3 

4 H M Muggins Taylor ES 322.33 17 84.43 2 74.90 5 88.18 5 74.82 5 

5 Backstrap Bill BPFC 384.80 17 182.03 7 71.86 3 62.74 3 68.17 4 

6 Packratt CWB 412.74 21 106.55 3 112.30 6 116.74 6 77.15 6 

7 Diamond Pete CWG 561.04 27 145.00 6 152.97 7 118.26 7 144.81 7 

2018 Montana Territory Peacemakers .22 Caliber Match 
March 24, 2018 

Results 
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April Montana Territory Peacemakers Monthly Meeting Notes 

April 16, 2018 

Attendees:   Angel, Muggins Taylor, Two Gun Montana, Shotgun Kegger, Tough Eye Jones, Backstrap 

Bill, Galloping Swede, Latigo, Grizzly Bill, Homestake 

 Grizzly Bill wrote the stages for the April match.  Round count (including side match ) is  60, 60, and 

25.   Galloping Swede is the Match Director, with Shotgun Kegger and  Tough  Eye Jones assisting.  

Set up will be Friday at 5:30 p.m. 

 Big Sky State Games has provided a sign up form we can use on our web site.  Stage writers are 

meeting to work on stages.     

 Gun show this Friday and Saturday.  Two  Gun Montana and Bugler will set up and man the table on 

Friday.  Latigo will  man the table Saturday morning.  Homestake and Swede—Saturday afternoon. 

 New Shooters Class will be May 5 in the BR&G Pistol Building.  Latigo will provide a stage.  

 Backstrap handed out a write-up on  “How to be a Timer Operator”. 

The Man Who Shot Liberty Valence at BST 
 

 Thanks to Backstrap, your masterful & magnificent Territorial Gov-
ernor, and Lilly Blossom for organizing the “Montana Territory Peacemak-
ers at the Theater” event.  Eleven couples (totaling 13 shooters), most 
decked out in cowboy attire, attended The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance 
performance at Billings Studio Theatre on Sunday afternoon, April 15.   At-
tendees included Backstrap Bill and Lilly Blossom, Yakima Red and Rose, 
Muggins Taylor and Angel, Latigo and Lace, No Doc Holiday and Mrs. No 
Doc, Shotgun Kegger and Mrs. Shotgun, Grizzly Bill and Miz Griz, Yellowstone Nerd and Debbie, Tough Eye 
Jones and Lorel, and, finally, Homestake and Fairweather Annie. 
  Not one to let a Montana Territory Peacemakers Theater 
event pass without some eatin’ involved, Backstrap proposed 
that the Theater attendees dine at the Rib and Chop house after 
the show.  Eight couples and a few other assorted stragglers took 
him up on it.  Everyone seemed to 
enjoy their meal and the evening 
together. 
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Cowboy Recipe 

“A man’s gotta eat!” 

Chuckwagon Beef 
 

     While this recipe may be good for a 

roundup, it most likely wouldn’t have been 

used by a cattle drive chuckwagon cook due 

to the extensive cooking time.  After all, the 

cook had to get up early, cook and then 

serve breakfast, clean up and load the 

chuckwagon, drive to the next overnight 

spot, set up for cooking, prepare the meal 

and have it cooked—all before the cow-

punchers showed up to eat.  

 

     5—6 lbs of beef roast 

     Water 

     1 can of tomato paste (6 oz.) 

     1/4 cup of vinegar 

     1/3 cup of molasses 

     1 1/4 cup of brown sugar 

     3 tablespoons of garlic salt 

     1 tablespoon of onion powder 

     Tabasco sauce 

     Salt and pepper to taste  

 

     Cut the beef into fist sized chunks and 

place in a Dutch oven over hot coals.  (Don’t 

have a Dutch oven - try it in a crock pot).  

Add water to cover.  Put the lid on.  Put 

coals on the top and let cook for 3 hours.  

Take beef out and let cool.  Add tomato 

paste, vinegar, molasses, brown sugar, gar-

lic salt, onion powder, a copious amount of 

Tabasco sauce, and salt and pepper to the 

water.  Chop beef, put it in the sauce, and 

cook another hour. 

Upcoming Events Schedule 

April 
4/16 Monthly Club Meeting 
4/20-22    Billings Gun Show 
4/21 Powell - Infernal Revenue Wyoming 
   Wild Bunch Match 
4/28 Monthly Match 
 Registration—8:00 am 
 Shooting—9:00 
 Stage Writer—Grizzly Bill 
 Match Director—Galloping Swede 
 

May 
5/5 Intro to Cowboy Action Shooting  
  Class 
5/5 Monthly Match – Powell 
5/10 Practice 
5/12 Powell – Wyoming Wild Bunch 
  Match 
5/13 Combined Cowboy/Wild Bunch 
   Match 
5/21 Monthly Club Meeting 

5/26 Monthly Match 

 Registration—8:00 am 
 Shooting—9:00 
 Stage Writer—Bugler 
 Match Director—TBD 
 

JUNE 
6/2  Monthly Match - Powell 
6/10  Combined Cowboy/Wild Bunch 
  Match 
6/14  Practice 
6/16-17    Quigley Match - Forsyth 
6/18  Monthly Club Meeting 
6/23-24    Monthly Match 

  Registration—8:00 am 

  Shooting—9:00 
  Stage Writer—Eastwood 
  Match Director—TBD 

6/30      Monthly Match – Backup Date 

 

April 2018 

Comments 

Feel free to provide your comments and sugges-
tions for future Montana Territory Peacemaker 
newsletters to  mtpeacemakers@gmail.com with a 
subject of “Newsletter Comments.” 

mailto:mtpeacemakers@gmail.com
mailto:mtpeacemakers@gmail.com
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March Club Meeting—March 19, 2018 
 

Attending:  Grizzly Bill, Miz Griz, Angel, Muggins Taylor, Bugler, Shotgun Kegger, Backstrap Bill, 
Homestake, Powder River Joe, Two Gun Montana, Latigo 
 
 Latigo will provide stages for the .22 Match on March 24. Muggins will check on the range. 
 Grizzly Bill will write the stages for the August match. 
 There are 12 signed up for the Liberty Valance dinner. 
 Gun Show will be April 20, 21, and 22.  We will man the table on Friday night and Saturday. 
 Food vendor for the Big Sky State Games was discussed.  Cajun Fatty’s is one possibility.  Miz Griz 

and Angel will investigate further. 
 Stages are written for the Second Sunday Match.  Match fee for the Second Sunday matches will 

be $10 just like other matches.  Also, first match is free, but need to purchase a badge. 
 Everyone was encouraged to down load and read the SASS manuals—especially the Wild Bunch 

Manual. 

     The combined Cowboy Action Shooting and Wild Bunch Action 

Shooting match scheduled for April 8, was canceled due to range and 

weather conditions.  It seems that 8—9 inches of snow two days before a 

scheduled match is not conducive to good shooting/match conditions.  

Temps in the high 30s to low 40s aren’t all that great either.   

     The Montana Territory Peacemakers were not the only club to ex-

perience bad weather and match cancelation.  Powell canceled their 

match scheduled for April 7 and it’s rumored several other clubs around Montana canceled 

their matches as well. 

     In view of the fact that each year we seem to lose at least one “early in the year match” to 

weather conditions, perhaps the club needs to consider “tricking” mother nature by scheduling a 

biathlon match.  Something like “ski around the parking lot 3 times (shooters age 65 and up can 

use a dog sled), ski up to the shooting line, retrieve rifle from table, engage rifle targets in a Law-

rence Welk sweep, etc.”  Then when mother nature attempts to foil our plan for a biathlon 

match by providing 60 degree, sunny, no wind weather, we just grab 

all our cowboy guns and shoot a match.   

     Just in case mother nature isn’t fooled, you’d best be getting out 

those cross country skis (and dog teams and sleds) and planning to 

practice in December, January, and February just so’s you’ll be ready 

when the biathlon match becomes a reality. 

April Combined CAS and WBAS 
Match Canceled 
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Second Ever 

Newsletter Contest 
 

“Whose hat Is It????” 

     The Contest:  We spend a bunch of our time at our Cowboy Action 
Shooting matches observing other shooters, as counters, waiting in line to load or unload, loaded and waiting 
to shoot, shootin’ the bull, or just plain spectatin’.  In view of this recurring actuality, the editorial staff of the 
Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times has devised this “Whose Hat Is It????” contest to test your ob-
servatory prowess.  
     The Rules:  1)  If you fail to identify your own hat, you are disqualified (yes, we know this is a harsh rule 
since most of us can’t see our own hats while they are on our heads, but unlike our backsides, we can see 
them when we take them off).  2)  If you don’t want your hat used in the contest, you must so inform the 
editorial staff immediately (for eight of you, you are already too late).  3)  All identifications for each is-
sue’s hat selections must be received at contest headquarters before the publication of the next newsletter 
issue.  Since no one knows when that will be, best get them in right away. 4)  The judges’ decisions/
determinations are final.  5)  You need not be present to win. 
     Contest Duration:  The contest will last as long as: there are sufficient hats for identification; until a clear 
winner can be determined; the readership participation declines; someone complains; and/or the editorial staff 
tires of administering the contest. 
     Contest Prizes:  One or more prizes (as yet to be determined) will be awarded the winner(s).  Prizes are 
guaranteed to be of at least the quality, character, and nature as the gifts exchanged at the annual Christmas 
Party white elephant gift exchange. 
     Where to Send Your Entries:  E-mail your entries to: ar129@aol.com with the subject “MTP Newsletter 

Hat Contest” or, 
if that’s too much 
typin’, “MTP 
Hats” will do.  
  
Hats must be 
identified by 
alias and contest 
number. 

      HAT #7  HAT #8 

NEWS YOU CAN USE!! 
 

     Winchester is once again offering a rebate on AA shotgun shells.  If you can 

find them locally (ya got all summer to find them—April 15 to September 8), it 

may be a good time to stock up on the “Low Noise, Low Recoil” Double As.  

Minimum purchase is 8 boxes. 
 

     Information on the rebate and rebate form can be found here:  Winchester Rebate 

 

     If you can’t find them locally, they are currently on sale at Midway USA.  Midway AA Shotshells 

https://media.mwstatic.com/cms/rebate/2018_3/2018-winchester-aa-rebate.pdf
https://www.midwayusa.com/product/2900197404/winchester-aa-low-recoil-target-ammunition-12-gauge-2-3-4-7-8-oz-8-shot

