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October Zombie “Spelling” Match 

Canceled Due to Weather 

     Weather leading up to the scheduled October Zom-
bie match had been pretty good.  However, the morning 
of October 27 dawned cloudy and rainy.   
     Latigo was at the range before dawn - ready to set 
up the targets for the six Zombie Spelling stages he had 
authored. However, he determined that the rain was 
likely to continue—making for wet, cool, and uncomfort-
able shooting conditions as well as a soggy range.  The 
soggy range may have caused safety issues as all six 
stages required moving down range to shoot pistol, and 
in some cases, shotgun targets. 
     The match, entitled “Zombie Spelling,” featured 
some really innovative shooting sequences (or at least 
ones we haven't shot here recently) and looked to be a 
real fun match.  Now we’ll have to wait with great antici-
pation for their reemergence next year. 
     This would have been the fourth annual "Zombie" 
match in honor of our fellow shooter, Buck Bored, who 
was fatally injured in a motorcycle accident in October 
2015.  

     Save the date!!  The Montana Territory Peacemakers annual potluck 
Christmas party will be held at the Billings Rod and Gun  Club main build-

ing on the evening of Decem-
ber 8th.  The festivities are 
scheduled to begin at  6 p.m. 
with a potluck dinner.  Gone 
this year is the White Ele-
phant Gift Exchange re-
placed by a Christmas Sur-
prise Game.   Volunteers  can 
help with the set up at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday morning. 
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2018 Christmas Party Scheduled for December 8 
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Cowboy Poetry 

                       “The Old Gun”     
Adapted from the poem “The Touch of the Master’s Hand” by Myra  Brooks Welch 

'Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer 
      Thought it scarcely worth his while 
To waste much time on the old gun, 
      But held it up with a smile. 
"What am I bidden, good folks," he cried, 
    "Who'll start the bidding for me?" 
"A dollar, a dollar. Then two! Only two? 
      Two dollars, and who'll make it three?" 
 
"Three dollars, once; three dollars, twice; 
      Going for three…" But no, 
From the room, far back, a grizzled cowboy 
      Came forward and picked up the holster; 
Then wiping the dust from the old gun, 
      Inserted six cartridges in the cylinder, 
Aimed at a playing card affixed to the fence, 
       At a distance twenty-five yards hence, 

The tattoo of six shots in the space of a breath, 

      Pierced the spade in the center of the ace. 

 

The crack of gunfire ceased, and the auctioneer, 

      With a voice that was quiet and low, 

Said: "What am I bid for the old gun?" 

      And he held it up with the holster. 

"A thousand dollars, and who'll make it two? 

      Two thousand! And who'll make it three? 

Three thousand, once; three thousand, twice; 

    And going and gone," said he. 

 

The people cheered, but some of them cried, 

    "We do not quite understand. 

What changed its worth?" Swift came the reply: 

    "The touch of the Master's hand." 

And many a man with life out of tune, 

      And battered and scarred with sin, 

Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd 

      Much like the old forty-five. 

 

A "mess of pottage," a glass of wine, 

    A game — and he travels on. 

He is "going" once, and "going" twice, 

    He's "going" and almost "gone." 

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd 

    Never can quite understand 

The worth of a soul and the change that is wrought 

     By the touch of the Master's hand. 

     "The Touch of the Master's Hand," also 

sometimes called The Old Violin, is a Christian 

poem written in 1921 by Myra Brooks Welch. 

     The poem tells of a battered old violin that is 

about to be sold as the last item at an auction for a 

pittance, until a violinist steps out of the audience 

and plays the instrument, demonstrating its beauty 

and true value. The violin then sells for $3,000 in-

stead of a mere $3. The poem ends by comparing 

this instrument touched by the hand of a master mu-

sician to the life of a sinner that is touched by the 

hand of God.  

  You can read the original poem here:  “The Touch 

of the Master’s Hand” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_poetry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_poetry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myra_Brooks_Welch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auction
https://allpoetry.com/The-Touch-of-the-Master%27s-Hand
https://allpoetry.com/The-Touch-of-the-Master%27s-Hand


MTP Times:  Thanks, Buckskin 
Lily and Noah Regrets, for pro-
viding this issue’s “Shooter Pro-
files.”  Tell us, how did and/or 
why did you choose your Alias?   
Buckskin Lily:  My real name is 
Susan, which means Lily, and 
that’s a great cowgirl name, so I 
knew I wanted it in my alias.  
Coming up with the rest of it was 
harder.  The aliases I sent in to 
SASS were:  Li’l Lil (clever, I 
thought); Lightning Lil (glad I 
didn’t get it); and Buckskin Lily. 
Noah Regrets:  My mother-in-
law picked it out for me based 
on a character in The Coman-
cheros with John Wayne named 
Monsieur Paul Regret. 
MTP Times: How long have you 
been shooting Cowboy Action? 
Buckskin Lily and Noah Re-
grets:  Since about 2002-3.  
MTP Times:  Why did you start 
shooting Cowboy Action?  
Buckskin Lily:   I had Lasik sur-
gery in 2000 and after the sur-
gery, my night vision was ruined.  
I’d been shooting a lot of skeet 
after work (under lights after 
dark), so I began looking for an-
other shooting activity I could do 
during daytime hours when I 
could see better.  I saw some 
Cowboy Action Shooting on TV 
one day and decided it looked 
like fun.  Went to a clinic, loved 
it, and that was that. 
Noah Regrets:  I started about 
3-4 months after Buckskin Lily 
started, because I didn’t want to 

stand around watching her 
shoot! 
MTP Times:  What do you like 
about Cowboy Action Shoot-
ing? 
Buckskin Lily:  It’s a great 
way to meet people and make 
friends all over the country.  
Also I’m rather competitive, so 
it gives me an outlet for that 
part of my personality. 
Noah Regrets:  It’s something 
Buckskin Lily and I can do to-
gether. 
MTP Times:  What guns do 
you shoot and why?  Have you 
shot others?  Why did you 
change? 
Buckskin Lily:  I shoot 
Ruger .32 H & R bird’s-head 
pistols (with white pearlite 
grips); a Winchester ’73 rifle; 
and a Baikal 12-gauge double 
barrel shotgun.  I also have a 
great little Marlin rifle (named 
Ol’ Betsy) that I used when I 
first started, but I switched to 
the Winchester when I started 
getting a little faster.   
Noah Regrets:  I shoot Buck-
skin Lily’s hand-me-downs! 
MTP Times:  Where all do/
have you shot matches?  
Buckskin Lily:  I started with 
the Cajon Cowboys in Devore, 
California.  In California I also 
shot in Norco with Burro Can-
yon Regulators & The Cow-
boys; in Duarte with the Silver 
Queen Mine Regulators; at 
West End Gun Club in Lytle 

Creek; in 
Redlands 
with the 
Plunge 
Creek Cow-
boys; and 
on the Pala 
Indian Res-
ervation in 
San Diego 
with the 
North County Regulators.  Now 
that I snow bird it, I shoot in Ari-
zona in Lake Havasu City with 
the Colorado River Regulators 
and in Yuma with the Colorado 
River Shootists during the win-
ter.  I’ve also shot in Texas 
(Breckenridge & Clarendon), 
Colorado (Rifle & Aurora), Mon-
tana (Billings, Forsyth, Logan & 
Great Falls), and Wyoming 
(Cody, Powell, Buffalo, Lander 
& Cheyenne).  That’s all I can 
remember! 
Noah Regrets:  What she said!  
Plus a couple she didn’t go to:  
Greasy Grass, MT & Piru, CA. 
MTP Times: Have you held 
any club positions, been match 
director, written scenarios, built/ 
contributed props (which 
ones)??? 
Buckskin Lily:  We wrote 
stages for a shoot in Powell 
once, but it got rained out (we 
were the only one’s who 
showed up), so the stages have 
never been used & I think 
they’re on the hard drive of the 

            Continued on Page 4 
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 computer that just died and is waiting to go to the computer graveyard. 
Noah Regrets:  Ditto. 
MTP Times:  Anything new or different you'd like to see at our 
matches? 
Noah:  Side-match Sunday (or Saturday).  Stages to include:  1 regular 
cowboy stage; a stage using .22 rifle & pistol; a stage using pocket pistol and Derringer; a long-
range stage using match rifle; a long-range stage using rifle-caliber rifle; a long-range stage using a 
single shot big bore rifle. 
Buckskin Lily:  An introductory class for new shooters before they can begin shooting in matches 
at the club.  To include lecture, but mostly hands-on practice with the guns and leather. 
MTP Times:  What other types of shooting do you do?  Hunting? 
Buckskin Lily:  Used to shoot skeet.  Not much anymore.  A little long-range. 
Noah Regrets:  I hunt elk & shoot long range black powder. 
MTP Times:  Do you reload?  If so, how long have you been reloading?  Smokeless?  Black 
Powder?  Any advice for reloaders? 
Buckskin Lily:  No, I’ve assiduously avoided learning how.  I tried it once and almost died of bore-
dom!  I’d rather clean the house than re-load ammo! 
Noah Regrets:  Since I was 18.  All of the above.  My advice:  Buy Dillon. 
MTP Times: Anything else you'd like other shooters to know about you???  Any advice for new 
shooters? 
Buckskin Lily:  Yeah!  I write mystery novels under the pen name C. A. Jaymes.  My first novel:  
Snake Pit:  A Punk Rock Murder Mystery is currently available for purchase on Amazon for only 
$2.99 (Kindle version).  Shameless plug!!   
Noah Regrets:  Nah.  But to new shooters:  Take a class, try the guns first before purchasing 
(come to a match & try different guns-cowboy shooters are always willing to share).  That way you 
can be sure you’re getting exactly what you want and need. 

Cowboy/Cowgirl Profile 

      “Buckskin Lily and Noah Regrets” 
     Continued from Page 3 

   Montana Territory Peacemakers to Award 
“Clean Match” Pins 

      
     The proposed design and purchase of “Clean Match” pins was approved at 
the October club meeting.  The design of the pin is based on the clubs badge 
and contains the words “Clean Match.”  Pins will be available for award for 
clean matches shot beginning with the 2019 shooting season.  Upon seeing 
the photo of the finished pin, Galloping Swede was heard to opine, “Now I’ll 
have to try to shoot a clean match just so I can have one of those pins!” 
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Cowboy Recipe 

“A man’s gotta eat!” 
(From Lilly Blossom’s vast recipe collection) 

     The City Tavern was a favorite gathering place for mem-
bers of the First Continental Congress in 1774 and re-
mained so for those who later wrote the Declaration of In-
dependence.   The City Tavern today is an exact replica of 
the original.  The menu today is still from this historic pe-
riod.  The food is prepared as it was in 1776, in cast iron 
pots in a huge open fireplace. 

Apple-Walnut Bread  
from “The City Tavern” Cookbook by Walter Staib 

 

     Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.  Grease two 8 ½ x 4 ½ 

x 2 ½ inch loaf pans with butter.  (I use 9-inch loaf pans.) 

     In the bowl of an electric mixer fitted with the paddle 

attachment, beat together sugar and shortening on medium 

speed until light and fluffy, scraping down the sides of the 

bowl often.  Add the eggs one at a time and beat until 

combined.  Add the applesauce and beat until combined. 

     In a large bowl, stir together the flour, baking powder, 

baking soda, allspice, cinnamon, salt, nutmeg and cloves.  

Fold the dry ingredients into the egg mixture in thirds, al-

ternating with the milk.  With a rubber spatula or wooden 

spoon, gently fold in the walnuts.   

     Divide the batter between the two pans.  Bake about 1 

hour or until a toothpick inserted in the center comes out 

clean. 

     Cool in the pans on a wire rack for 10 minutes.  To re-

move the breads, flip the pans on their sides and gently 

pull out the bread.  Serve warm or cool completely on a 

wire rack. 

Ingredients 
2 cups sugar 

1 cup vegetable shortening 

4 large eggs 

3 ¼ cups unsweetened, natural-style applesauce 

4 cups sifted all-purpose flour 

2 tsp baking powder 

2 tsp baking soda 

1 ½ tsp ground allspice 

1 ½ tsp ground cinnamon 

1 tsp salt 

½ tsp ground cloves 

½ cup whole milk 

1 ½ cups chopped walnuts (may lightly toast them if de-

sired) 

Upcoming Events Schedule 

December 
12/8      Christmas Party and Monthly 
  Club Meeting 
 

Projected 2019 Events 
January 

1/21         Monthly Club Meeting 
 

February 
2/18         Monthly Club Meeting 

 

March   
3/17         Monthly Club Meeting 

3/23         .22 Match (weather permitting) 

 

April 
4/15          Monthly Club Meeting 

4/27          .22 Match (alternate date) 

December 2018 

Comments 

Feel free to provide your comments and sugges-
tions for future Montana Territory Peacemaker 
newsletters to  mtpeacemakers@gmail.com with a 
subject of “Newsletter Comments.” 

Cowboy Wisdom 
 

A wise man speaks because he has 

something to say, a fool speaks be-

cause he has to say something.  

mailto:mtpeacemakers@gmail.com
mailto:mtpeacemakers@gmail.com
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Meeting Notes-October 22, 2018 

Attending:  Muggins Taylor, Angel, Grizzly Bill, Galloping Swede, Latigo, Mrs. Latigo, Delilah Bored, 
Montana Redeye, and Bugler. 
 
Zombie match Saturday, October 27th, six stages, round count 60 rifle, 60 pistol and 30+ shotgun. 
One bay set up Saturday morning as soon as light enough to do so.  Registration starts at 8 with 
safety meeting around 9 or when stage set up completed. 
 
Latigo attended the Rifle/Pistol meeting.  Same officers as last year.  Work on berms starting in the 
spring with work on the back of the berms.  Possibly adding 3 berms to the east and fix drain-
age.  Same budget for 2019 as 2018 for MTP.  Let them know we are buying the clean match pins. 
 
BSSG - Cowboy Action Shooting is the biggest shooting event of the BSSG.  It is OK to add the Wild 
Bunch.  An email will be sent out to get input.  Take down of large props and bays not being used for 
the Wild Bunch match will be done on Saturday while results are being completed. Only 2 bays 
needed for the Wild Bunch.  Let BSSG know by January if we will be adding the Wild Bunch. 
 
Christmas party is December 8th at the Billings Rod & Gun Main Building.  Griz & MZ Griz will send 
out the invitations.  Volunteers needed to help with set up Saturday morning at 10 AM.  Ladies to 
choose theme at Thursday lunch, Oct 25th.  Discuss pot luck vs. catering.  Drop White Ele-
phant.  Try trivia or something on that line. 
 
Buy clays to replace those used at September match as well as some to put in our building, possibly 
3 boxes. 
 
Reserved 5th Saturday in June and August as makeup dates.  Wild Bunch two Sundays in the 
spring and 2 Sundays in the fall. Second Thursdays—April to October—have been reserved for 
practice. 
 
Set match directors and stage writers no later than January for 2019. 

     Can your gunpowder choice affect the amount of recoil you 

experience?  Brad Miller, Ph.D., thinks it can.  He says, “We of-
ten select a gunpowder based on its accuracy potential, consis-

tency, cost and cleanliness. There is another factor to con-
sider―recoil.” 
     The reason gunpowder choices can produce different recoil 

is because they require different weights to push the same bullet to the same velocity. 
      You can read Mr. Miller’s article here”  Gunpowder and Recoil  Included in the article 
are links to several recoil calculating programs, further explanation of the impact of gun-

powder choice on recoil, and an example of recoil generated by various powders.  

Gunpowder and Recoil 

https://www.ssusa.org/articles/2017/6/19/gunpowder-selection-for-controlling-recoil
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     The Contest:  We spend a bunch of our time at our Cowboy Action Shooting matches observing other 
shooters, as counters, waiting in line to load or unload, loaded and waiting to shoot, shootin’ the bull, or just 
plain spectatin’.  In view of this recurring actuality, the editorial staff of the Montana Territory Peacemakers 
(good) Times has devised this “Whose Holster, Accessory, or Accoutrement Is It????” contest to test your 
observatory prowess.  
     The Rules:  1)  If you fail to identify your own holster, accessory, or accoutrement, you are disqualified 
(yes, we know this is a harsh rule since most of us can’t see our own holsters, accessories, or accoutrements 
while we are wearing them, but unlike our backsides, we can see them when we take them off).  2)  If you 
don’t want your holster, accessory, or accoutrement used in the contest, you must so inform the edi-
torial staff immediately (for two of you, you are already too late).  3)  All identifications for each issue’s 
holster, accessory, or accoutrement selections must be received at contest headquarters before the publica-
tion of the next newsletter issue.  Since no one knows when that will be, best get them in right away. 4)  The 
judges’ decisions/determinations are final.  5)  You need not be present to win. 
     Contest Duration:  The contest will last as long as: there are sufficient holsters, accessories, or accoutre-
ments for identification; until a clear winner can be determined; the readership participation declines; some-
one complains; and/or the editorial staff tires of administering the contest. 
     Contest Prizes:  One or more prizes (as yet to be determined) will be awarded the winner(s).  Prizes are 
guaranteed to be of at least the quality, character, and nature as the gifts exchanged at the annual Christmas 
Party white elephant gift exchange. 
     Where to Send Your Entries:  E-mail your entries to: ar129@aol.com with the subject “MTP Newsletter  
Contest” or, if that’s too much typin’, “MTP HAA” will do.  
  
Holsters, accessories, or accoutrements  must be identified by alias and contest number. 

Third Ever 

Newsletter Contest 

 

“Whose holster, accessory, or 

 accoutrement is it????” 

Left:  Holster, Accessory, or Accoutrement #1 

Right:  Holster, Accessory, or Accoutrement #2 


