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     The weather was great for our second Flash Match. Ten shooters, 2 ladies and 8 gents, took part in 

the 5 stage match.  We used bay 3, which had snow only in the southeast corner, so didn’t have too 

much issue with wet ground.  The bay was set up with 4 shotgun and 4 rifle/pistol targets.  Easy setup 

starting at 11, with shooting shortly after the posse meeting. 

     Again we had some interesting shooting sequences and lines for starting the stages. 
 

 Stage 1 - I’m from Missouri, show me!  Rifle/pistol shot in a Missouri Hillbilly Sweep - 1 1 2 3 4 

4 3 2 1 1 from the left or 4 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 4 from the right 

 Stage 2 - I don’t like towns!  Rifle/pistol shot in a continuous Palin-

drome sweep - 1 1 1 2 2 3 3 4 4 4 from the left or 4 4 4 3 3 2 2 1 1 1 

 Stage 3 - He’ll quiet down some once he’s hung!  Rifle/pistol shot 1 

1 1 1 4 4 4 4 2 3 from the left or 4 4 4 4 1 1 1 1 3 2 

 Stage 4 - Well that’s my cue to kill you!  Rifle/pistol shot 2 2 2 3 3 3 

1 1 4 4 

 Stage 5 - I can’t wait to shoot again!  Rifle/pistol shot 1 2 3 4 3 3 2 2 

1 1 
 

     We finished the match quickly, got the targets put away and then a 

few gathered for a late lunch at Blues BBQ in the heights. 
 

Angel 
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SECOND COWBOY ACTION “FLASH” 
MATCH HELD FEBRUARY 2nd 

Written, organized, produced and directed by the committee for more shootin’, 
Grizzly Bill proprietor 
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Cowboy Poetry 

“THE COWBOY’S RETURN  

(MAKE ME A COWBOY AGAIN FOR A DAY)” 
  Authorship Uncertain 

Backward, turn backward, oh, Time with your wheels, 
Aeroplanes, wagons and automobiles 
Dress me once more in sombrero that flaps, 
Spurs, and a flannel shirt, slicker and chaps 
Put a six-shooter or two in my hand. 
Show me a yearling to rope and to brand 
Out where the sage brush is dusty and gray, 
Make me a cowboy again for a day. 

Give me a broncho that knows how to dance, 
Buckskin of color and wicked of glance, 
New to the feeling of bridles and bits 
Give me a quirt that will sting where it hits, 
Strap on the poncho behind in a roll, 
Pass me the lariat, dear to my soul, 
Over the trail let me gallop away. 
Make me a cowboy again for a day. 

Thunder of hoofs on the range as you ride 
Hissing of iron and the smoking of hide, 
Bellow of cattle, and snort of cayuse 
Shorthorns from Texas as wild as the deuce; 
Midnight stampede, and the milling of herds 
Yells of the cowmen too angry for words 
Right in the thick of it all I would stay. 
Make me a cowboy again for a day. 

Under the star-studded canopy vast 
Campfire and coffee and comfort at last. 
(Bacon that sizzles and crisps in the pan 
After the roundup smells good to a man.) 
Stories of ranchers and rustlers retold 
Over the pipes as the embers grow cold— 
These are the tunes that old memories play, 
Make me a cowboy again for a day. 



MTP Times:  Thanks, Doc 
River, for providing this issue’s 
“Shooter Profile.”  Tell us, how 
did and/or why did you choose 
your Alias?   
Doc River:  The river comes 
from my mom’s maiden name, 
Lariviere, which is French for 
river so of course the American-
ized version of that is “river.”  My 
Grandma’s name was Long-
break.  I just threw in the Doc to 
tie it all together.  So it’s Doc 
River Longbreak.  
MTP Times: How long have you 
been shooting Cowboy Action? 
Doc River:  I shot my first match 
early last summer up here in 
Billings.  I started with Double 
Drop Fred. 
MTP Times:  Why did you start 
shooting Cowboy Action?   
Doc River:   Well, I like to shoot 
guns – that’s the main thing.  
Double Drop Fred was telling 
me about Cowboy Action Shoot-
ing and he said I might be inter-
ested in it.  So I looked into it a 
little bit online and thought that 
might be something I would en-
joy.  So I got a hold of my friend 
up in East Helena – J Bar – he’s 
a gun dealer. He’s also into 
Cowboy Action Shooting and 
between him and Double Drop, I 
ended up with a bunch of guns, 
started shooting and I just enjoy 
it.  It’s a lot of fun.  It’s not some-
thing everyone takes super seri-
ous, you can just go out and 
have an good time and enjoy.  

MTP Times:  What do you like 
about Cowboy Action Shoot-
ing? 
Doc River:  Well, like I said, I 
like to shoot guns and this is 
something you can have a lot 
of fun doing without everyone 
taking it super seriously.  A bad 
day shooting is better than a 
good day at work!! 
MTP Times:  What guns do 
you shoot and why?  Have you 
shot others?  Why did you 
change? 
Doc River:  I’ve got 2 sets 
of .45 Long Colt pistols – one is 
a set of Taurus Gauchos and 
one is Uberti Peacemakers and 
I shoot them both.  Then I’ve 
also got a pair of .44-40s 
Peacemakers that I shoot.  I’ve 
got a Marlin rifle in .45 Colt and 
a Uberti replica of a Henry ’66, 
the one with no forearm. And 
then I also have a Henry-Henry 
Silver Deluxe Edition which I 
bought last year just before 
Christmas as a Christmas pre-
sent to myself.  The two Hen-
rys are .44-40s. I just shoot 
whichever ones I feel like 
shooting that day.  I’ve got a 
Stoeger coach gun, 12 gauge, 
and I have a Winchester ’97 
that I cut down, hammered-
pump action.  Same thing, I 
shoot whichever one I feel like 
that day.  I’ve also got an origi-
nal Winchester, I think it’s a 
model 1887, lever action 12 
gauge which I haven’t shot in 

competition yet.  
Since it’s an origi-
nal, I have to shoot 
black powder in it 
and I mix and min-
gle depending upon 
whichever ones I 
feel like shootin’ 
that day. 
MTP Times:  Where all do/
have you shot matches?   

Doc River:  I’ve just shot at 

Logan and Billings. 

MTP Times: Have you held 
any club positions, been match 
director, written scenarios, built/ 
contributed props (which 
ones)??? 
Doc River:   I’m too new to do 
anything like that.  I’m just kind 
of taking it all in right now.  I 
help with the counting and what 
not, but that’s about it. 
MTP Times:  Anything new or 
different you'd like to see at our 
matches? 
Doc River:  I’m just kind of roll-
ing with the flow right now.  I’m 
not really sure that I can con-
tribute or should contribute any 
ideas yet until I see more and 
more what’s going on.  The 
only two places I’ve shot here 
and in Logan.  I’d like to get my 
feet into it a little deeper before 
I try to make any suggestions.  
MTP Times:  What other types 
of shooting do you do?  Hunt-
ing? 

 

Continued on Page 4 
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Doc River:  I used to hunt a lot, 
but I haven’t been for the last 16 
years because I’ve been driving 
truck over the road.  When I get 
healed up I’d like to get out in 
the woods again and do some 
more hunting.  I enjoy target 
shooting.  I’m playing with trap a 
little bit now.  I got into that a lit-
tle last summer.  My boss 
signed me and Double Drop up 
to do the Chase Hawks Memo-
rial Trap Shoot so I’ve been dab-
bling in that a bit.  I’d also like to 
get into some of the long range 
shooting.  I’ve got a .338 Lapua 
with a big scope on it so I’d get 
into some of the long range 
stuff.  I just enjoy shooting no 
matter what it is.  As far as the 
hunting goes, I’m not willing to 
shoot anything further than I’m 
willing to drag it which is getting 
less and less every year.  
MTP Times:  Do you reload?  If 
so, how long have you been re-
loading?  Smokeless?  Black 

Powder?  Any advice for re-
loaders? 
Doc River:  I’m trying to get 
set up.  Before I started driving 
truck I used to reload quite a 
little, but I haven’t done much 
for the last 16 years.  I’ve got a 
lot of the stuff together and I’m 
trying to get set up to reload 
more.  I’ve got a bunch of dies 
and presses and what not.  
Everything I’ve loaded so far 
has been smokeless powder, 
but with this lever action shot-
gun, Double Drop is going to 
get me into the black powder 
reloading for that, but that will 
be the only black powder I’ll be 
doing—is for that.  My advice 
for new reloaders is to start low 
and work your way up.  Some 
new reloaders grab the book 
and go to the highest charge 
for that load.  I don’t agree with 
that.  You need to work your 
loads up.  Use the book and 
trust the book.  Each gun is dif-
ferent.  You don’t want to over-

charge.  Overcharging can be 
hard on guns, hands, and other 
stuff.  Pay attention to what 
you’re doing. 
MTP Times: Anything else 
you'd like other shooters to 
know about you???  Any advice 
for new shooters? 
Doc River:   The main thing is I 
like to shoot, I like to have fun.  
I’m a pretty staunch advocate 
for safety. You can go out and 
have a good time and kid 
around and still be safe.  But 
I’m a pretty die-hard fan of 
safety.  I like having all my 
pieces and parts still with me at 
the end of the day. The main 
thing would I tell a new shooter 
is to pay attention to others, en-
joy, and have fun.  You don’t 
have to be dead serious about 
everything, but enjoy it and 
have fun. That’s the main thing. 
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Cowboy Recipe 

“A man’s gotta eat!” 

Ingredients: 
     3 pounds of beef roast (anything you’d normally 
use for pot roast—could use venison) 
     3 Tbs Duck Fat (if you don’t have duck fat—not 
everyone does—3 Tbs of bacon grease or perhaps a 
vegetable or olive oil will do) 
     1 Onion—diced 
     1 Carrot—diced 
     1 Celery Stalk—diced (Backstrap is allergic to cel-
ery) 
     3 Tbs Flour 
     3 Cloves of Garlic—crushed 
     1 14oz can of diced Tomatoes 
     1 Apple—diced (most any kind will work) 
     8 oz fresh mushrooms—your choice of variety 
     1/2 cup beef broth 
     1 cup of Apple Juice 
     1 cup of red wine 
     3 sprigs of fresh Thyme (or 1 1/2 tsp dried) 
     3 sprigs of fresh Rosemary (or 1 1/2 tsp dried) 
     1 Bay Leaf 
     Salt and Pepper to taste 
 

Directions: 
Pre heat oven to 300 degrees. 
  
Season roast with salt and pepper.  Over high heat, 
add duck fat (bacon drippings or oil) to a pot and 
brown roast on both sides. 
 

Remove roast.  Add onion, carrot, and celery.  Re-
duce heat to medium and stir while cooking until 
vegetables turn a rich brown.  Stir in flour.  When 
flour is well blended, add garlic, tomato, apple, and 
mushrooms. 
   

Stir in beef broth, apple juice, and red wine.  Raise 
heat and bring to boil.  Add thyme, rosemary, bay 
leaf, and roast.  Remove pot from stove, cover, place 
in oven, and cook for 2 to 3 hours or until you can 
easily pull the meat apart.  Salt and pepper as 
needed. 
 

Serve with mashed potatoes or noodles.  Top meat 
and potatoes or noodles generously with sauce.  

Upcoming Events Schedule 

2019 Events 
March   

3/18         Monthly Club Meeting 

3/23         .22 Match 

  Registration/Set up—8:00 am 
  Shooting—9:00 
  Stage Writer/Match Director—
   Galloping Swede 

April 
4/6            CHJC Match—Powell 

4/15          Monthly Club Meeting 

4/20       Infernal Revenue Wyoming Wild  

  Bunch Match—Powell 

4/27          Monthly Match 

  Registration/Set up—8:00 am 
  Shooting—9:00 
  Stage Writer—Grizzly Bill 
  Match Director—Latigo 

May 
5/4       Introduction to Cowboy Action 

  Shooting Class 

5/4       CHJC Match—Powell 

5/9            Practice 

5/12          Combined CAS/WBAS Match 

5/18          Wyoming Wild Bunch Match— 

                         Powell 

5/20          Monthly Club Meeting 

5/25          Monthly Match 

  Registration/Set up—8:00 am 
  Shooting—9:00 
  Stage Writer/Director—Bugler

March 2019 

Comments 

Feel free to provide your comments and sugges-
tions for future Montana Territory Peacemaker 
newsletters to  mtpeacemakers@gmail.com with a 
subject of “Newsletter Comments.” 

mailto:mtpeacemakers@gmail.com
mailto:mtpeacemakers@gmail.com
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Flash Match  Results 

MTP SASS : Flash Match February 2, 2019 

2/2/2019 

Match Results (by time/posse) 

              

Match   Final Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 

Finish Name Division Time Fin Rank Fin Rank Fin Rank Fin Rank Fin Rank 

1 Homestake Drifter SS 186.79 35.99 1 36.73 1 34.87 1 33.13 1 46.07 1 

2 Shotgun Kegger CB 241.95 61.18 4 45.16 2 42.89 2 44.68 2 48.04 2 

3 Doc River SE 281.75 62.81 5 57.86 5 53.63 4 57.93 5 49.52 4 

4 Bugler DU 290.95 71.91 7 68.14 7 48.06 3 54.32 3 48.52 3 

5 Two Gun Montana EP 329.17 60.79 3 57.43 4 71.10 8 77.07 7 62.78 7 

6 Galloping Swede SE 330.33 76.41 8 55.61 3 65.55 6 72.42 6 60.34 6 

7 Canyon Charlie ES 354.78 66.23 6 74.73 8 61.13 5 95.13 9 57.56 5 

8 Double Drop Fred FCD 361.63 60.21 2 62.03 6 105.13 9 54.89 4 79.37 8 

9 Angel LSS 409.66 84.84 9 75.02 9 66.60 7 79.37 8 103.83 9 

10 Delilah Bored LSS 572.59 97.11 10 98.99 10 129.09 10 128.66 10 118.74 10 

FAVORITE QUOTES 
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Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times asked past club 
president, frequent stage writer and match director, shooter at most 
every match, and preeminent MTP club member, Galloping Swede 
to tell us about his first match.  Here’s what he had to say. 
 

So, Galloping Swede, what can you tell us about your first 
Cowboy Action match?  When and where was it? 
     I started midsummer in 2008.  I had shot long range buffalo 
matches, but this was my first introduction to cowboy style shoot-
ing.   It was a regular match at the Billings Rod and Gun Club. 
Why did you go to that first match? 
     Grizzly Bill asked if I wanted to try it out. I decided to see what it 
was all about and thoroughly enjoyed that first match.  
What and whose guns did you shoot?  What about leather? I used Grizzly Bill’s for that first 
match. Several shooters loaned me guns for the rest of the shooting year. But I bought two pistols 
after 2 or 3 matches (much to my wife’s dismay) and leather from Two Gun.  
What category did you shoot in and why?   
     I shot cowboy for the first 7 or 8 years. Mostly because I didn’t know any better. But every time I 
move to the next older class, so do half our shooters. 
What was different about it and matches we shoot now? 
     The matches haven’t changed a huge amount. There has been a trend to move to speed over 
accuracy which I don’t like personally. We have been making an effort to vary our shooting stages to 
make them more entertaining without making them too complicated to shoot. I also dislike the trend 
of speed over safety.   
What else do you remember about it?  I really liked that you shot three different guns, that the 

feedback was immediate and that you didn’t wait an hour doing nothing 
between stages. You could keep busy counting, unloading bench, etc. 
What about it made you come back for your second match? 
     I was hooked right away. I enjoyed it and wanted to continue right from 
the start. That was back when I thought I would improve!!!!!! I also liked 
that the competition was largely against yourself. The group was very 
supportive. The people were shooting because they enjoyed it. It wasn’t 
cutthroat competition.  
Anything else you can tell us about your first match?  What would 
you do differently?   I would have waited to buy guns. I would be shoot-
ing 357s instead of 45s now. I got excited to get going, thought of 45s as 
the best cowboy caliber, and never considered any thing else. We need 
to encourage new shooters to shoot for a number of matches before get-
ting firearms. 

 Have any pictures of you when you first started????  No, and that’s 

probably a good thing. 

“My First Match” 
Galloping Swede 



Page 8 

Montana Territory Peacemakers (good) Times 
Volume V, Issue 2 

March 2019 

Montana Territory Peacemakers 
January 28, 2019 Club Meeting Notes 

Attending:  Delilah Bored, Angel, Muggins Taylor, Backstrap Bill, Shotgun Kegger, Two Gun Mon-
tana, Bugler, Galloping Swede, Latigo, Miz Griz, Grizzly Bill, Trooper Tyree, Homestake Drifter 
 

 Latigo provided an update on the pistol range modifications at the BR&G Club.  There are 
three new safety areas.  New loading tables have been approved.  There will be extra parking avail-
able near Bay 5 accessed by going around the pistol building.  Repairs will be made to the dueling 
tree, but due to maintenance requirements, it may be removed.  There is no word on an 8

th
 bay 

which is considered a future addition.  There will be seeding and a clean up in the spring.  Concrete 
benches will be added. 
 The match schedule was discussed with some changes.  The June and September matches 
will be true two day matches with 5 stages each day.  In order to get a “match” time, a shooter must 
shoot both days, however, if a shooter chooses to shoot only one day, they’ll receive the default 
DNF times for the 5 stages they missed.  The match fee will be $15 and will be charged whether 
shooting one or both days.  Match stage writers and directors for 2019 are: 
 

 .22 Match – Galloping Swede (both) 
 April – Grizzly Bill, Director - Latigo 
 May – Bugler (both) 
 June – Homestake (both) 

July – Big Sky State Games – Grizzly Bill, Galloping Swede, Latigo and Homestake.  
 as in the past, Latigo and Homestake will be match directors 

 August – Galloping Swede (both) 
 September – Backstrap Bill and Lilly Blossom (both) 
 October – Latigo (both) 
 

 Combined CAS/Wild Bunch matches are scheduled for  May 12, June 9, September 8, and 
October 13.  A Range Officers update and rules discussion will be held on March 9.   An Introduction 
to Cowboy Action Shooting Class will be held on May 4.   
 Clean match pins will be awarded for clean matches at regularly scheduled club matches.  
Backstrap will look into acquiring spray paint to paint targets between stages.  Registration and set 
up for monthly matches will begin at 8 a.m. 
 Galloping Swede will send an email when he wants help working on projects in our target 
building.  Probably April.   
 Since the club will not have a booth at the April Gun Show this year, methods to attract new 
shooters were discussed.  All Billings Gazette match announcements will now contain a statement 
that anyone interested can come try CAS at an upcoming match.   
 A motion was made and passed to purchase 150 Montana Territory Peacemakers keychains 

for resale.  Backstrap expressed concern about how well the design would hold up.  Homestake will 

research further. 
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     The Contest:  We spend a bunch of our time at our Cowboy Action Shooting matches observing other 
shooters, as counters, waiting in line to load or unload, loaded and waiting to shoot, shootin’ the bull, or just 
plain spectatin’.  In view of this recurring actuality, the editorial staff of the Montana Territory Peacemakers 
(good) Times has devised this “Whose Holster, Accessory, or Accoutrement Is It????” contest to test your 
observatory prowess.  
     The Rules:  1)  If you fail to identify your own holster, accessory, or accoutrement, you are disqualified 
(yes, we know this is a harsh rule since most of us can’t see our own holsters, accessories, or accoutrements 
while we are wearing them, but unlike our backsides, we can see them when we take them off).  2)  If you 
don’t want your holster, accessory, or accoutrement used in the contest, you must so inform the edi-
torial staff immediately (for six of you, you are already too late).  3)  All identifications for each issue’s 
holster, accessory, or accoutrement selections must be received at contest headquarters before the publica-
tion of the next newsletter issue.  Since no one knows when that will be, best get them in right away. 4)  The 
judges’ decisions/determinations are final.  5)  You need not be present to win. 
     Contest Duration:  The contest will last as long as: there are sufficient holsters, accessories, or accoutre-
ments for identification; until a clear winner can be determined; the readership participation declines; some-
one complains; and/or the editorial staff tires of administering the contest. 
     Contest Prizes:  One or more prizes (as yet to be determined) will be awarded the winner(s).  Prizes are 
guaranteed to be of at least the quality, character, and nature as the gifts exchanged at the annual Christmas 
Party white elephant gift exchange. 
     Where to Send Your Entries:  E-mail your entries to: ar129@aol.com with the subject “MTP Newsletter  
Contest” or, if that’s too much typin’, “MTP HAA” will do.  
  
Holsters, accessories, or accoutrements  must be identified by alias and contest number. 

Third Ever 

Newsletter Contest 

 

“Whose holster, accessory, or 

 accoutrement is it????” 

Left:  Holster, Accessory, or Accoutrement #5 

Right:  Holster, Accessory, or Accoutrement #6 
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Montana Territory Peacemakers Events Schedule 2019 
March 
3/9         RO Refresher/Update (Clubhouse) 
3/18      Monthly Club Meeting 
3/23       .22 Match (Backup Date) - Galloping Swede 
 

April 
4/11      Practice 
4/15      Monthly Club Meeting 
4/27      Monthly Match—Grizzly Bill/Latigo 
 

May 
5/4      Intro to Cowboy Action Shooting Class 
5/9      Practice 
5/12      Combined Cowboy/Wild Bunch Match 
5/20      Monthly Club Meeting 
5/25      Monthly Match—Bugler 
 

June 
6/9      Combined Cowboy/Wild Bunch Match 
6/13      Practice 
6/17      Monthly Club Meeting 
6/22-23     Monthly Match—Homestake Drifter 
6/29      Monthly Match – Backup Date 
 

July 
7/11      Practice 
7/15      Monthly Club Meeting 
7/18-21     Montana State Cowboy Action Shooting Match – Great Falls 
7/27      Monthly Match – Big Sky State Games   
7/28      Big Sky State Games – Wild Bunch Match 
 

August 
8/8      Practice 
8/19      Monthly Club Meeting 
8/24      Monthly Match—Galloping Swede 
8/31      Monthly Match Rainout Backup Date 
 

September 
9/8            Combined Cowboy/Wild Bunch Match 
9/12      Practice 
9/16      Monthly Club Meeting 
9/28-29     Monthly Match—Backstrap Bill and Lilly Blossom 
 

October 
10/13        Combined Cowboy/Wild Bunch Match 
10/21      Monthly Club Meeting 
10/26      Monthly Match – Zombie Match (4th Annual)  - Latigo 
 

November 
11/18      Monthly Club Meeting 
 

December 
12/7???    Christmas Party and Monthly Club Meeting 

 

 


